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1 Introduction 

1.1 This update follows the issuing of evidence from the Council in the form of: 

(i) Statement of Case, South Holland District Council, December 2025; 

(ii) Statement of Case, Fenland District Council. 

 

1.2 It is provided to cover changes to the ALC Methodology (section 2), the NPPF (section 3) 

and recent appeals (section 4) subsequent to the Appellant’s Statements (October 2025), 

plus an update on land use statistics (section 5). 

 

2 ALC Methodology 

2.1 In December 2025 Defra published revised guidelines for ALC (Agricultural Land 

Classification of England and Wales: guidelines for grading the quality of agricultural land, 

Defra, Updated 2025).  They do not alter the ALC grading, so there is no fundamental 

change for the appeal, but references can be updated. 

 

3 NPPF 

3.1 A consultation on revisions to the NPPF was published in December 2025.  This is in draft 

form and so carries limited weight. 

 

3.2 Of most relevance to this appeal is the statement in Annex A, paragraph 10, that the WMS 

of 15 May 2024 has either been incorporated within the NPPF or no longer represents up-

to-date government policy.  SHDC in particular relies upon this WMS to opine that food 

security is an essential part of national security. 

 

4 Updated Decisions 

4.1 Attention is drawn to three recent decisions that all post-date the Appellant’s Statement: 
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(i) Fillongley (APP/R3705/W/24/3349391, 11 December 2025), a site with 96% BMV, 

which considered the 2024 WMS and food security in paragraphs 135 to 151; 

(ii) Hillam Grange (APP/U2750/W/25/3369368, 19 December 2025), where 71% of the 

site was BMV, in an area where there is a disproportionately high amount of BMV.  See 

the decision paragraphs 19 to 24; 

(iii) Helios Renewable Energy Project [EN010140], consented 3 December 2025.  The site 

included 383 ha of BMV land, 97.3% of the site.  The ExA assigned great weight to 

this, the Secretary of State assigned significant negative weight (paragraph 4.92).  

Despite this in the overall balance (section 7) the benefits outweighed the adverse 

impacts. 

 

5 Updated Land-use Statistics 

5.1 In the Agricultural Evidence on behalf of the Appellant (Tony Kernon, October 2025) 

reference is made at 8.16 to the area of uncropped arable land in agri-environmental uses, 

with the June 2024 figure of 305,000 ha set out. 

 

5.2 The statistics for 1 June 2025 are provided at Attachment A and are: 

• 444,000 ha used for environmental benefit; 

• 101,000 ha left as bare fallow; 

• 545,000 ha total not cropped. 

 

5.3 The croppable land area, including temporary grassland, is 4.9 million hectares (see 2.1 in 

Attachment A).  The uncropped land (545,000 ha) represented over 11% of the croppable 

land area in 2025, see Figure 2. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Agricultural Land Use in England  

at 1 June 2025 (25 September 2025) 
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