Design and Access Statement
 
External Alterations to:
45 North Street
Crowland
Peterborough
Lincolnshire
PE6 0EG
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The front door and frame need replacing due to years of poor maintenance.  To date, we have attempted to continue to save the door and frame, and ‘make good’ the original that was in situ when we purchased the property in 2012, however due to historical poor repairs, the door and frame are no longer compatible, as you can see from the photographs below.  For some unknown reason, whether this is the original door or not, the door does not fit the opening – the door is smaller than the frame.  The top of the door has been cut off at an angle so no longer fits the frame which allows weather to damage the original brickwork and render to both sides of the door opening.

The bottom half of the frame has had a previously spliced repair, poorly to both sides.  Generally, the frame is now damaged, rotten and not weatherproof.  The photographs clearly show gaps between the door and the frame, caused by years of damp, poor maintenance and both have rotted out.

Externally, as mentioned we have attempted to make good what we have and build on the original, but as we have attempted to sympathetically repair, damp is continuously seeping into the door, the wood is absorbing it and it is therefore beyond repair.  The frame externally has had several soft wood fascia attached to the original frame, to hide extensive rot and damage, creating poor door to frame joining.  Due to years of weathering, the door is twisted meaning it will no longer ‘mate’ with the frame.  There is very little of the original frame left although we can see the shape and design of the frame.  It therefore now requires a new frame and a new door, an identical replica.

The current door and frame are allowing extensive damage to the brickwork and render, and we are unable to make it weatherproof.  It is our general conclusion that the proposed works are necessary to ensure the property remains in a safe, secure and asethically pleasing and sympathetic state, eliminating damp and damage to existing brick work.  This proposal will not have a negative impact on the significance or special architectural or historical importance of the building.   On the contrary, the works as proposed will improve the look, security and overall aesthetics of the property, whilst remaining true and sympathetic to its historical importance and heritage.

