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Farm buildings, old or new, provide opportunities for birds to roost and nest, without harm to the building or its contents
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Barn owls, swallows, sparrows and numerous
other birds often nest in farm buildings.
Features such as eaves, beams, ledges, crevices
in walls and access to roof spaces can provide
suitable nesting places. Farm buildings are
also important to protected species such as
some bats. Although older traditional farm
buildings, made from natural materials, have
the greatest wildlife value, modern buildings
can incorporate space for wildlife too.

BENEFITS FOR WILDLIFE

Many bird species may make use of farm
buildings for shelter or nesting, provided
they have access to the right features. The
table overleaf summarises the key features
required for species of conservation concern
that are most likely to use farm buildings

to nest in or on.

not present at the time. It is illegal to
damage or destroy a bat roost, or to obstruct
the access to a roost. Less welcome
mammals in farm buildings are rats. These
will need to be controlled with care. New
‘second generation’ rodenticides, such as
brodifacoum, bromadiolone and
difenacoum, are much more toxic to birds

of prey than ‘first generation’ poisons

such as warfarin.

FOR WILDLIFE
Farm buildings

The most important mammals to make
use of buildings are bats. The 16 species
of bat in the UK range from vulnerable to
endangered and all are fully protected,

as are their roost sites, even if the bats are

GUIDELINES OVERLEAF




