Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Exemption Statement

Site Address: Land to the rear of 14-16 Crease Drove, Crowland, Lincolnshire,
PE6 0BN

Proposal: The construction of two chalet bungalows 

1.0 Introduction 

This statement has been prepared in support of the above planning application to demonstrate that the proposed development falls within an exemption from the mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) requirements set out in Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, as introduced by the Environment Act 2021. 


2.0 Mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain Mandatory 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) is a statutory requirement for most planning applications in England, requiring qualifying developments to achieve a minimum 10% increase in biodiversity value. However, the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Exemptions) Regulations 2024 set out specific types of development that are exempt from the mandatory biodiversity gain condition.


3.0 Small-Site Area Exemption

The Government's published guidance confirms that small-site area is exempt from mandatory BNG where all of the following criteria are met: 

• where the site area within the red line boundary is 0.2 hectares (2,000 square metres) or less
• provided there is no negative impact on onsite priority habitat.


4.0 Assessment of the Proposed Development 

The proposed development satisfies all of the above criteria as follows: 
• The application site extends to less than 0.5 hectares; 
• The proposal has no negative impact on onsite priority habitat.

5.0 Conclusion 

The proposed development falls within the small-site area exemption to mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain. 

The statutory biodiversity gain condition is not applicable, and there is no requirement to submit a Biodiversity Gain Plan, biodiversity metric calculations, off-site biodiversity units or statutory biodiversity credits.


