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Ref: MDR/J3449a 

 

28th November 2017 

 

Amelio Homes Ltd 

9 Commerce Road 

Lynchwood 

Peterborough 

PE2 6LR 

 

For the attention of Ms N L Darrington 

 

Dear Sirs 

 

Re: 10 Peterborough Road, Crowland, Peterborough  - Proposed Residential Development – 

Driveway Noise Issue 

 

Further to your recent instruction an assessment was undertaken of the possible noise impact of the 

proposed driveway to service the dwellings to be built on land to the rear of No.10 Peterborough 

Road. 

South Holland District Council planning refusal notice dated 11/9/17, ref. H02-0536-17, cites the 

noise impact of pedestrians and vehicles using the proposed driveway on the residents of No.10 and 

No.8a. 

The proposed driveway to the rear garden site for the dwellings would run between the side of the 

two storey detached house (No.10) and the 2m high closed board timber boundary fence with the 

adjacent property (No.8a).  It should be noted that on the other side of the boundary fence is a 

driveway for the double garage located halfway down the rear garden of No.8a; the driveway runs in 

front of various windows on two storeys located on the side of No.8. During our site visit we noted 

two Land Rover 4x4 vehicles parked on the driveway of No.8a. 
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We attended site on 22/11/17 at 14.00hrs to measure the typical daytime background noise level at 

the proposed driveway location adjacent to the boundary fence between No.8a and No.10. In 

satisfactory weather conditions, standing at the site boundary fence just to the rear No.10 we 

measured the typical background noise, without any vehicle or pedestrian noise contributions from 

No.8a or No.10; the levels recorded over a 1 hour period were as follows:- 

-    54.1dB LAeq  

 

-    68.1dB LAmax 

 

-    47.7dB LAmin 

 

-    50.0dB LA90 

 

The instrumentation used for the survey was a Rion NL-52 precision grade real time analysing sound 

level meter, serial number 01143558, calibration checked before and after the survey and seen to 

be correctly calibrated. For your reference please see the attached current instrument certification. 

 

For your reference we attach a copy of the SHDC refusal notice and various site plans and views. 

 

The daytime background noise measured on site was controlled by the constant road traffic noise 

from the A16 approximately 450m away, with contributions from the light road traffic passing on 

Peterborough Road. The four measured levels reflect the typical fairly constant level of background 

noise, with the LAmax level created by a passing vehicle on Peterborough Road. 

 

From our site visit and background noise measurement we would make the following observations:- 

- The typical daytime background noise level would mean that any slow controlled vehicle 

movement or pedestrian use of the proposed driveway would have minimal impact on the 

average noise level, LAeq T, experienced by the occupants of No.8a and No.10, whether 

measured within the houses or outside in the amenity areas of No.8a or No.10. The measured 

background level at the boundary fence was 54.1dB LAeq 1hr is significantly noisier than a normal 

specification of road car at  “driveway” speed or a pedestrian walking. 
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- BS8233:2014 and WHO guidelines for background noise in external amenity areas advises a 

level of 50dB LAeq T with an upper limit of 55dB LAeq t. This location with its constant road traffic 

noise from the A16 appears to be just compliant with the BS8233:2014 and WHO guidelines. 

 

 

- The location of the driveway and double garage just the other side of the boundary fence at 

No.8a, has to be comparable with the proposed driveway access to the proposed dwellings that 

is the subject of the SHDC refusal. On the driveway of No.8a were two Land Rover 4x4 vehicles 

which are likely to be noisier in operation than a normal road car and these obviously are driven 

up and down the driveway to and from the double garage located halfway down the rear 

garden. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The prevailing background noise at the site strongly suggests that the “frequency of noise and 

disturbance from passing vehicles and pedestrians” using the proposed driveway would have 

minimal impact on the perceived LAeq t of the occupiers of either No.8a or No.10. The environmental 

noise for occupants of all the dwellings in the locality is dominated by road traffic noise. There is no 

objective basis for the SHDC refusal on the grounds of noise impact, a measurement of the typical 

environmental noise at the location by SHDC would have revealed this fact.  

 

An inspection of the site reveals that there is a very comparable driveway, running alongside the 

boundary fence, leading to a double garage located halfway down the rear garden at No.8a, which 

appears to be used by two Land Rover 4x4 vehicles; this driveway and its use would indicate a stark 

inconsistency in SHDCs approach to assessing the impact of each driveway. 
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We trust our report meets with your satisfaction, however should you have any queries please do 

not hesitate to contact us. Assuring you of our close co-operation at all times, we remain. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

M D Randall  BSc(Eng) CEng MCIBSE MIOA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
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