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A
s a result of the assessm

ent, the follow
ing conclusions have been reached.

•
 The proposed developm

ent consists of one 2
 storey residential dw

elling at
The O

ld M
ission, C

ounter D
rain D

rove, Tongue End.
•
 The site is located w

ithin an Internal D
rainage B

oard catchm
ent and through

the operation and m
aintenance of the pum

ping stations and the channel
system

 the B
oard seek to m

aintain a general standard capable to providing
flood protection to agricultural land and developed areas of 1

 in 2
0

 and 1
 in

1
0

0
 years, respectively.

•
 The proposed developm

ent is in Flood Zone 3
. The site benefits from

defences on the tidal R
iver G

len and R
iver W

elland that provide protection
during the 1

%
 annual probability (1

 in 1
0

0
 chance each year) fluvial event

including an allow
ance for clim

ate change.
•
 The site is in an area w

ith a 
‘Low

 H
azard

’ hazard rating and the peak flood
depth in the area of the proposed dw

elling is 0
.2

5
m

.
•
 It is recom

m
ended that the finished floor level of the dw

elling is 0
.3

m
 above

ground levels w
ith 0

.3
m

 of flood resilient construction above finished floor
level. PR

O
PO

S
ED

 F.F.L 1
.7

•
 The developm

ent passes the S
equential Test and Exception Test and is

therefore suitable for the proposed location.
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 B
ats

5
.1

.1
 Legal protection

In England, S
cotland and W

ales, all bats are strictly protected under the W
ildlife and C

ountryside A
ct 1

9
8
1
 (and

as am
ended); in England and W

ales this legislation has been am
ended and strengthened by the C

ountryside and
R
ights of W

ay (C
R
oW

) A
ct 2

0
0
0
. B

ats are also protected by European legislation; the EC
 H

abitats D
irective is

transposed into U
K law

 by The C
onservation of H

abitats and S
pecies R

egulations 2
0
1
7
 

– often referred to as
'The H

abitat R
egs'. Taken together, all this legislation m

akes it an offence to:


 D
eliberately capture (or take), injure or kill a bat


 Intentionally or recklessly disturb a group of bats w

here the disturbance is likely to significantly affect the ability
of the anim

als to survive, breed, or nurture their young or likely to significantly affect the local distribution or
abundance of the species w

hether in a roost or not.


 D
am

age or destroy the breeding or resting place of a bat


 Possess a bat (alive or dead) or any part of a bat


 Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost


 S
ell (or offer for sale) or exchange bats (alive or dead) or parts of bats

A
 roost is defined as being 

‘any structure or place that is used for shelter or protection
’, and since bats regularly

m
ove roost site throughout the year, a roost retains such designation w

hether or not bats are present at the
tim

e.
5
.1

.2
 R

ecom
m

endations
The surveys indicate that the brick building is used as an occasional day roost site for brow

n long eared bats. The
peak num

ber of bats recorded w
as one. Therefore there is one roost location w

ithin the building.
The building is not a m

aternity roost for any bat species; and it w
ould not be suitable for such use in the future. It

is suspected that both pipistrelle bat species and brow
n long-eared bats roost next door to the survey site.

The current proposals to dem
olish and rebuild w

ould result in a high risk of injuring or killing or disturbing bats
w
hilst they are occupying roosts and the destruction of bat roosts, w

hich w
ould constitute a breach of the

legislation. In order to ensure legal com
pliance, it is considered that securing a registration on the N

atural
England bat m

itigation class licence (form
erly referred to as a low

 im
pact class licence) is the m

ost appropriate
course of action for this site. These licenses can be used for up to three roost sites w

ithin a building w
hich

supports the m
ore com

m
on bat species. It cannot be used for sites w

here bats are breeding or hibernating.
The m

itigation required to support this low
 im

pact licence application w
ill be as follow

s:
1
. Erection of 3

 tree m
ounted bat boxes – to be erected ahead of w

ork com
m

encing
2
. Installation of tw

o integral roost units w
ithin the new

 dw
elling

3
. S

upervision of the roof strip on the building prior to dem
olition

4
. U

se of bitum
en felt on the roof covering of the new

 dw
elling

A
 low

 im
pact licence can be secured once full planning perm

ission is in place and the proposed w
ork is due to

com
m

ence im
m

inently.
A
n appropriate lighting schem

e w
ill also be required; this should com

ply w
ith the Institute of Lighting Professionals

(2
0
1
8
) G

uidance N
ote 0

8
/1

8
 - B

ats and artificial lighting in the U
K. B

ats and the B
uilt Environm

ent series. A
n

appropriate lighting schem
e should be displayed w

ithin the M
asterplan for the site.

5
.2

 C
om

m
on reptiles

5
.2

.1
 Legal protection

A
ll four of the com

m
on species of native reptiles, that is com

m
on lizard Zootoca vivipara, grass snake N

atrix
helvetica, slow

 w
orm

 A
nguis fragilis and adder V

ipera berus, are given partial protection under the W
ildlife and

C
ountryside A

ct (1
9
8
1
 and as am

ended) w
hich prohibits the intentional killing, injury or taking of these species.

There is no provision in the A
ct for licensing w

orks w
hich could give rise to an offence, but it does provide a

defence w
here the otherw

ise unlaw
ful act can be show

n to be the incidental result of an otherw
ise law

ful activity
and could not reasonably have been avoided. Perm

itted developm
ent or a developm

ent w
hich has received

planning perm
ission is clearly a law

ful activity, but the law
 does require that a reasonable effort is m

ade to avoid
killing or injury of these anim

als during the im
plem

entation of this perm
ission.

5
.2

.2
 R

ecom
m

endations
The site is considered to have som

e suitability for use by com
m

on reptiles such as grass snake due to the
presence of areas suitable for basking and foraging. A

ll com
m

on reptile species are given som
e protection under

the w
ildlife and C

ountryside act (1
9
8
1
 and as am

ended) and they are also listed as species of Principal
Im

portance under the N
ER

C
 act (2

0
0
6
). The law

 requires that a reasonable effort m
ust be m

ade to ensure that
anim

als are not killed or injured during the developm
ent w

orks. Precautionary w
orking practices w

ith respect to
reptiles are given below

. These w
orking practices w

ill also protect com
m

on am
phibians.

Precautionary w
orking practices for com

m
on reptile species 

– The O
ld M

ission, Tongue End
The aim

 of these precautionary w
orking practices is to ensure there w

ould be no threat of adverse disturbance, or
risk of injury or killing, to any reptiles w

hich m
ay be present during the initial phases of the w

ork at the above site.
1
. The w

ork to rem
ove any trees or scrub should be avoided if possible and if unavoidable, should not com

m
ence

in the w
intertim

e (N
ovem

ber through to M
arch), w

hen reptiles are in hibernation.
2
. A

ll site operatives w
ill stay vigilant for the presence of reptiles during the w

orks.
3
. A

ny reptiles found w
ill be carefully gathered up by hand and placed in a suitable holding receptacle for safe

transportation aw
ay from

 the area of site clearance operations and released.

5
.3

 B
irds

5
.3

.1
 Legal protection

A
ll com

m
on w

ild birds are protected under The W
ildlife and C

ountryside A
ct 1

9
8
1
 (and as am

ended). U
nder this

legislation it is an offence to:


 Kill, injure or take any w
ild bird


 Take, dam

age or destroy the nest of any w
ild bird w

hile it is in use or being built


 Take or destroy the egg of any w
ild bird

C
ertain rare breeding birds are listed on S

chedule 1
 of The W

ildlife and C
ountryside A

ct 1
9
8
1
 (and as am

ended).
U
nder this legislation they are afforded the sam

e protection as com
m

on w
ild birds and are also protected against

disturbance w
hilst building a nest or on or near a nest containing eggs/unfledged young.

5
.3

.2
 R

ecom
m

endations for com
m

on bird species
The buildings and boundary trees/scrub have high potential to be used for nesting by species of com

m
on bird.

Ideally, any w
orks to the buildings should com

m
ence outside the active nesting season w

hich typically runs from
M

arch through to late A
ugust. If w

ork com
m

ences during the bird breeding season, a search for nests should be
carried out before it begins, and active nests should be protected until the young fledge.
C
onsideration should be given to the provision of nest boxes w

ithin the developm
ent. A

s the U
K sparrow

population has suffered a severe decline of late it is recom
m

ended terrace sparrow
 boxes are placed around the

site. This w
ould be a good conservation m

easure, and w
ill replace the nesting habitats that w

ill be lost through
the dem

olition of the building. In addition, provision for sw
ifts, another declining species, could also be

considered.
D

etails of nest boxes suitable for use by a range of com
m

on bird species including sw
ifts and sparrow

s can be
obtained from

 w
w
w
.w

ildcare.co.uk.
A
lthough not listed on S

chedule 1
, com

m
on cranes G

rus grus have nested at W
illow

 Tree Fen N
ature R

eserve
w
hich occurs close to the survey site. W

illow
 Tree Fen is of national im

portance to the conservation status of this
species. The Lincolnshire W

ildlife Trust (LW
T) recom

m
end that any disturbance does not occur in the m

onths of
February and M

arch w
hen the birds are searching for a nest site and are vulnerable to disturbance. It is

considered that low
 key w

ork such as clearing the site by hand can be undertaken w
ith little potential disturbance

to the cranes over and above the disturbance from
 norm

al farm
ing practices and traffic w

hich already occur in the
area. A

ny w
orks w

hich m
ay result in a large am

ount of noise or disturbance w
ill require liaison w

ith the LW
T.

5
.4

 R
ecom

m
endations for ecological enhancem

ent

In addition to the legislation w
hich is in place to safeguard protected species, there is also legislation

and policy w
hich im

poses duties to take account of statutorily protected species and also to
undertake action to prevent loss of biodiversity and species/habitats w

hich have been identified as
priorities in the U

K. In England and W
ales, the N

atural Environm
ent and R

ural C
om

m
unities (N

ER
C
) A

ct
2
0
0
6
, im

poses a duty on all public bodies (including Local A
uthorities and statutory bodies) to

conserve biodiversity 
– including restoring and enhancing a population or habitat. In addition,

governm
ent planning policy guidance throughout the U

K, provided in the N
ational Planning Policy

Fram
ew

ork and O
PD

M
 C

ircular 0
6
/2

0
0
5
, requires local planning authorities to take account of

protected species issues prior to determ
ination of planning applications.

In order to enhance biodiversity and provide som
e 

‘ecological gain’ on site and fulfil the Local Planning
A
uthorities obligations under the N

ER
C
 A

ct 2
0
0
6
, the follow

ing m
easures are recom

m
ended;


 In order to provide suitable habitats on site to encourage high invertebrate activity, including

declining pollinators, som
e grassed areas on the site should be seeded w

ith appropriate w
ildflow

er
m

ixes. S
eeding of any am

enity areas should use a flow
ering law

n m
ixture, such as Em

orsgate S
eeds EL1

m
ix (w

w
w
.w

ildseed.co.uk), w
hich is resistant to regular m

ow
ing. A

ny areas of longer grass could be
seeded w

ith a general w
ildflow

er m
ix such as Em

orsgate EM
1
 m

ix (basic all-purpose m
eadow

 m
ix). It is

recom
m

ended that any w
ildflow

er areas are cut once a year, in late sum
m

er/early autum
n and the

arisings rem
oved after 7

 days to enable the w
ildflow

ers to flourish. D
etails of how

 to adequately
prepare the ground prior to seeding as w

ell as ongoing m
anagem

ent can also be found on the
Em

orsgate w
ebsite.


 A

ny tree planting on the site should com
prise native species, such as field m

aple A
cer cam

pestre,
row

an S
orbus aucuparia, hazel C

orylus avellana, haw
thorn C

rataegus m
onogyna, crab apple M

alus
sylvestris, holly Ilex aquifolium

 and w
ild cherry Prunus avium

, w
hich provide foraging opportunities for

various bird species.


 Plant flow
er borders w

ithin any landscaped areas of the site to include night scented flow
ers in

order to attract m
oths and other night flying insects (w

hich w
ill provide foraging opportunities for

bats). S
pecies should include evening prim

rose O
enothera biennis, sw

eet rocket H
esperis m

atronalis,
honeysuckle species Lonicera sp, lavender Lavendula sp, w

hite jasm
ine Jasm

inum
 officinale,

night-scented catchfly S
ilene noctiflora, night-scented stock M

atthiola longipetala and soapw
ort

S
aponaria officinalis.

6
 S

U
M

M
A
R
Y

The buildings and land associated w
ith The O

ld M
ission, Tongue End in Lincolnshire w

ere surveyed in
connection w

ith proposed dem
olition and rebuild.

The brick building supports a day roost for brow
n long-eared bat; registration on the bat m

itigation
class licence is required ahead of w

ork com
m

encing.
The buildings and environs could be used by nesting birds 

– appropriate tim
ings or pre-w

orks checks
are required.
Precautionary m

easures and ecological enhancem
ents are required in order to ensure legal com

pliance
and no net loss to biodiversity. These are as follow

s:


 Precautionary m
easures for badgers


 Precautionary m

easures for com
m

on reptiles (and am
phibians)


 Precautionary m

easures w
ith respect to com

m
on cranes


 Provision of bird boxes


 A

ppropriate landscaping and planting
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N
esting O

pportunities for a range of declining bird species

H
ouse S

parrow
 Terrace nest boxes 

Installed below
 eaves , m

in height of 2
-3

 m
etres above ground on a northern or eastern elevation.

S
p

S
p

S
p

Increase Foraging and C
om

m
uting O

pportunities for H
edgehogs

Provide 1
3
cm

 square hole at ground level or raised off the ground in new
 fences to allow

 access to all gardens.
S
ee note on fence detail.

H
g

Installed on N
orth Eastern side of existing W

orkshop.
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Provide 3
 no bat boxes on southern and eastern elevations to trees ( prior to com

m
encem

ent ) and 2
 no fixed to w

orkshop. 

B
oxes m

ust not be subject to external lights.
Located at least 3

 m
etres above ground and should not be placed above w

indow
s or doors.

Provide R
oost S

ites for  B
ats
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