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Design and Access Statement: 
Landscaping and Transport for the Proposed New Playground at Gedney Hill Playing Field.  

17 February 2025







The Proposal
The project aims to create a community play area that is accessible and enjoyable for people of all ages and abilities.
The previous playground was removed several years ago, leaving the village without a dedicated play facility for children or a communal outdoor space for the community. This project seeks to address that gap, promoting outdoor activity and enhancing health and well-being within the community.
The proposal includes:
· A new outdoor gym featuring exercise equipment for adults.
· A bike track incorporating mounds of soil to create an engaging and dynamic cycling experience.
Design and Access
This proposal aligns with the 10 principles for designing successful play spaces, as set out in Play England’s guide Design for Play:
1. Are bespoke
2. Are well located
3. Make use of natural elements
4. Provide a wide range of play experiences
5. Are accessible to both disabled and non-disabled children
6. Meet community needs
7. Allow children of different ages to play together
8. Build in opportunities to experience risk and challenge
9. Are sustainable and appropriately maintained
10. Allow for change and evolution
(Please refer to the proposed plan for accompanying images.)
The play area is designed to be unique within the local area, offering children diverse play opportunities that encourage discovery, fun and challenge. It incorporates bespoke elements not commonly found in nearby parks, such as a bike track with soil mounds, a nature walk and a variety of play equipment, including accessible features.
The location ensures easy access for all users. A 1.2m-wide pathway from the existing highway leads to the play area, making it accessible for pedestrians and those with mobility challenges. Additionally, the Pavilion and Play Park will complement each other, with the Pavilion’s WC facilities intended to be made more accessible to visitors. The availability of the play area may also enhance the Pavilion’s use for children’s parties and community events.
The design embraces natural elements, incorporating existing trees and bushes for the nature walk, using grass surfaces within the park and constructing the bike track with soil mounds.
A wide range of play experiences will be available, catering to children of all ages and abilities. Many pieces of play equipment will be inclusive, ensuring accessibility for those with disabilities. Seating and tables will also accommodate wheelchair users.

Play Values and Benefits
The play area will support various activities, including:
· Physical play: Running, jumping, climbing, swinging, balancing, crawling, sliding, spinning and bouncing.
· Social play: Interaction, cooperation and inclusive engagement.
· Developmental benefits: Strength building (upper and lower body), balance improvement, co-ordination (hand, eye and foot), motion awareness, problem-solving and an appropriate level of risk-taking.
All equipment will be under 4 metres in height.
The locations of the outdoor gym, benches and tables are indicated on the Full Overhead Plan and Wicksteed Overhead Plan.

Landscaping
All existing trees and bushes will be retained, preserving the natural character of the site. Within the nature walk, trees will be carefully trimmed to create a defined pathway, allowing for safe and enjoyable exploration.
New planting will be introduced to enhance both the play experience and the visual appeal of the area, creating a more engaging and welcoming environment.
The play area will predominantly feature grass surfaces, with the exception of:
· The pathway and entrance, ensuring accessible and durable access.
· The area beneath the utility spinner, as specified in the plan and description.
To minimise grass wear and enhance safety, grass matting will be installed around play equipment. This material allows grass to grow through while providing additional durability and protection.

Transport
There will be no changes to existing transport arrangements. Parking is available on the road; however, the park’s central location within the village means the majority of visitors are expected to arrive on foot or bicycle.
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