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1. Introduction

This report relates to a planning application for the construction of an Annex and 
Games Room in a large garden with mature trees.  This is an assessment of the 
trees on the site and assessment of their condition and suitability for retention, it also 
recommends the measures required to protect those trees judged worthy of 
protection.

The trees are assessed and recommendations given following British Standard 
5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – 
Recommendations.

2. Tree Survey
2.1. The trees recorded are shown in Table 1 and their positions are shown in 

Plan1.  The crown spreads of the trees are shown in green, blue, grey or 
red indicating the category of tree and the Root Protection Areas (RPAs) 
of the trees are shown as black circles.  

Green indicates Category A trees of high quality

Blue indicates Category B trees of moderate quality

Grey indicates Category C trees of low quality

Red indicates Category U trees unsuitable for retention

2.2. Nine trees two small groups and a hedge were recorded
2.3. The trees T1 to T8 were in good condition.
2.4. Trees T1,T3,T4, T5, T6, T10 and T11are all subject of Gosberton Risegate 

Tree Preservation Order No4, 1995.
2.5. The soil is silt.



2

3. Arboricultural Implications of the Proposals 

3.1. The positions of the proposed annex and games room are shown in Plan 
2.

3.2. The proposed buildings occupy the space taken by shrub group T7, yew 
tree T8 and group of small conifers T9, these are all small trees and 
shrubs not visible outside the garden and are proposed for removal.

3.3. The hawthorn hedge T12 occupies the western boundary of the site, this is 
to be removed and replaced by a fence.

3.4. The proposed buildings are entirely within the Root Protection Areas 
(RPAs) of trees T5, T6, T10 and T11.  The buildings are to be constructed 
without disturbing the roots of these trees.  The buildings are to be 
lightweight prefabricated and are to sit on concrete pads with the same 
dimensions as the buildings.  The prefabricated buildings should be quick 
to erect with much less traffic and disturbance than conventional buildings.

3.5. The concrete pads are to be 100mm thick and with 50mm sub bases of 
crushed limestone.  The proposal is to excavate a maximum of 100mm 
organic layer of topsoil before constructing the bases.

3.6. The access route for bringing in the buildings and materials will be the 
drive to the neighbouring property to the west no55, this crosses the RPAs 
of trees T3,T4,T5,and T6 but is a sealed road. Building parts to be craned 
into position. 

3.7. The services to the buildings will be laid in a trench running close to the 
western boundary of the site, the route of the service trench is entirely 
within the RPA of trees T3,T4,T5,T6 and T11.  This trench will be 400mm 
deep and will be hand -dug retaining undamaged any roots thicker than 
25mm.

3.8. A foul-water sewer will be excavated to connect the buildings to a septic 
tank on the eastern boundary of the site, the position of the sewer is 
shown on Plan 2, it cuts through the RPAs of trees T6,T10 and T11, this 
trench will be hand-dug where it is within the RPAs and any roots thicker 
than 25mm retained undamaged.

4. Tree Protection Plan and Arboricultural Method Statement

     4.1. The position of the tree protection barrier is sown on Plan 3, this is to protect    
the rooting areas of trees T10 and T11 that are outside the construction zone (the 
footprint of the annex and games room plus 2m construction space.

     4.2  The tree protection barrier constructed of heras-type fencing secured to the 
ground (see Appendix A).  The barrier to be erected before the construction of the 
extension begins and to remain in place until the external works are complete.  

4.3 The area within the Tree Protection Barrier is the Construction Exclusion Area 
, within this area the following will not be allowed.

 Construction or demolition traffic



3

 Excavations
 Storage of building materials
 Fires
 Mixing of cement 
 Storage of fuel or fuelling of vehicles.

The only exception being the excavation of the sewer trench which is to be 
excavated by hand within the RPA of T11.

    4.4. The footprints of the 2 buildings to be excavated to 100mm depth, if any roots 
thicker than 50mm encountered the Arboricultural advisor to be consulted before 
cutting. No heavy machinery to run within the RPAs.

    4.5. The service trench and sewer trench to be excavated by hand where they 
pass through the RPAs of the retained trees, roots thicker than 25mm to be retained 
and wrapped in hessian if exposed for more than 1 hour.  Excavation to avoid 
periods of hard frost.  

    4.6. Where roots have to be cut, they are to be cut using a sharp saw.

Reference: British Standard 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and 
condition – Recommendations

Nigel Sardeson MICFor,  17 October 2025

Sycamore T5 Sycamore T6

              



4

Table 1. Trees and Groups Recorded on site
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Plan 1, Trees and Groups Recorded on site
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Plan 2. Tree Protection Plan
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Plan 3. Tree Protection Plan
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Sycamore T10 Ash T11

      

Appendix A, Tree Protection Barrier, from BS5837:2012 HMSO


