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Tree Condition Report, Gosberton Playing Field, Lincolnshire
31 July 2025

1. Introduction
This report was commissioned by Gosberton Parish Council and concerns the trees in the large village playing field.  This is a report on the condition of those trees with management recommendations.
All the trees surveyed are believed to be within a Conservation Area.
Trees were inspected from ground level using a sounding hammer and probe, those trees identified with decay in their stems were investigated further using a microdrill.
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Oak tree T13					Lime tree T6 showing acute forks
2. Findings and Recommendations 
All the trees on site were recorded and are listed in Table 1, their locations are shown in the map below.
15 trees were recorded many of which were large and mature and of high landscape value.
Sycamore T3 is in the hedge between the playing field and no28 High Street, if the parish council do not own the hedge this tree can be discounted.
Oak tree T4 had fruiting bodies of the fungus Ganoderma sp. on its base at the east indicating the presence of well-established internal decay, investigation using a microdrill at the base of the tree found 24cm sound wood remaining to the south and more than 40cm sound wood remaining to the west, these indicate that the tree has not been significantly structurally weakened by the fungus.  The traces produced by the microdrill can be seen in Figure1.  The tree is in a relatively quiet part of the playing field and has high landscape, ecological and historical value so is recommended to be retained.
The sycamore T5 had an old cavity in its base with deep in rolled calluses indicating it is long established, it sounded hollow so was drilled at the base from the south finding 10cm sound wood remaining, from the west finding 16cm sound wood and from the north finding 17cm sound wood.  Study of tree hollowing (Mattheck and Breloer) has shown that trees can lose the inner 70% of their heartwood without significant structural weakening but if less than 30% wall thickness remains, structural failure is more likely.  In this case 30% of the radius is 16.5cm so the tree is on the borderline of minimum sufficient remaining wall.  The tree is in a relatively quiet part of the playing field although there is a running track marked out beneath it.  The tree appears to have been in a similar condition for a long time and it has a large diameter which helps keep it stable but it may be worth reducing the height and spread of the tree while retaining as much foliage as possible, the recommendation is to reduce the height by 2m and the spread in each direction by 2m.
Lime tree T6 is comparatively young but unfortunately has a poor growth habit with the tendency to produce acute forks which are structurally weak, the basal fork has split already leaving a large wound and there are several other weak forks that can be expected to fail.  This tree is recommended to be pollarded to 1.5m and allowed to grow in bush-form. 
Ash tree T12 overhangs the playing field entrance and the road, it has a healthy and vigorous crown with no sign of ash dieback, it does have Inonotus fungus growing on the central stem at 7m height (photo) indicating existing decay.  Because of its proximity to a busy road It is recommended that this central stem is reduced in height by 5m.
Oak tree T13 has a healthy crown but is completely hollow and has been for a long time, it has been pollarded in the past.  It was drilled from the east and west at 60cm height and found to have 13-16cm sound wood remaining, this is at or below the minimum threshold for a tree this size.  As the tree is in a busier area of the field and within falling distance of the road it is recommended to be reduced in height by 3m, see photo.

3. Priorities and Timescales
The work recommendations have given timescales, these relate to the priority of the action, a 1-year timescale is medium priority a 2- or 3-year timescale is low priority, there are no high priority recommendations.
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Ash tree T12 showing Inonotus fungus	     Oak tree T13 showing 3m reduction 

4. Protected trees
All the work recommendations given apart from severing of ivy will require consent from South Holland District Council for which a minimum of six weeks’ notice should be given of any intended works. 

5. Protected Species
Nesting birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and all bat species and their roosts are also legally protected.
Other than for high-priority recommendations, tree works should be timed to avoid the bird-nesting season of March to July and tree workers should check for occupied nests or roosts.

6. Re-inspection period
It would be reasonable to have the trees surveyed again in 3 years’ time: 2028.

Nigel Sardeson MICFor

Reference:  Mattheck and Breloer (1994). The Body Language of Trees HMSO
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Figure 1. Gosberton microdrill traces
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Ref. Species Measurements Survey Notes Recommendations

G001

Pedunculate oak 

x2

(Quercus robur)

Height (m): 12

DBH (cm): 50

Trees: 2

Good condition 

No action 

Timescale: No Action

T001

Common ash

(Fraxinus 

excelsior)

Height (m): 16

DBH (cm): 130

Heavy ivy on stem, good condition 

No action, monitor 



Timescale: No Action

T002

Lime

(Tilia sp.)

Height (m): 9

DBH (cm): 60

Heavy ivy, some dieback and 

deadwood 

Sever ivy at base to allow 

inspection 

Timescale: 30-Jul-2028 (3 

Years)

T003

Sycamore

(Acer 

pseudoplatanus)

Height (m): 15

DBH (cm): 60

Fastigiate, good condition, branch 

less than 1m from house roof

If owned, prune to give 

house 3m clearance 

Timescale: 30-Jul-2028 (3 

Years)

T004

Pedunculate oak

(Quercus robur)

Height (m): 16

DBH (cm): 120

Large Ganoderma fungi on base, 

east, healthy crown, drilled base 

from south and found 24cm sound 

wood and from west and found 

>40cm sound wood 

Low risk location, thick 

stem, high value tree, so 

can tolerate decay at 

present, monitor 

Timescale: 30-Jul-2028 (3 

Years)

T005

Sycamore

(Acer 

pseudoplatanus)

Height (m): 16

DBH (cm): 110

Variegated, old wound on base with 

deep calluses and old decay, 

moderate vigour.  Drilled base from 

n, s and wand found 10cm to 15cm 

sound wood, insufficient!  But large 

dia and relatively low risk location 

although running track beneath 

crown 

Could reduce height and 

spread by 2m

Timescale: 30-Jul-2027 (2 

Years)

T006

Lime

(Tilia sp.)

Height (m): 14

DBH (cm): 60

Structurally weak, forming tight 

forks, has previously split at base 

and can be expected to do so again 

Pollard to 1.5m 

Timescale: 30-Jul-2027 (2 

Years)

T007

Pedunculate oak

(Quercus robur)

Height (m): 16

DBH (cm): 140

Sturdy veteran tree, heavy ivy, has 

lost branch 40cm to east, not 

decayed

Could sever ivy to 

decrease wind resistance 

Timescale: 30-Jul-2028 (3 

Years)

T008

London plane

(Platanus x 

hispanica)

Height (m): 18

DBH (cm): 150

Healthy vigorous tree

No action 

Timescale: No Action

T009

Wild cherry

(Prunus avium)

Height (m): 14

DBH (cm): 30

Stems: 2

Vigorous, multi stemmed 

No action 

Timescale: No Action

T010

Pedunculate oak

(Quercus robur)

Height (m): 8

DBH (cm): 30

Small leaning tree, good for climbing 

No action 

Timescale: No Action

T012

Ash

(Fraxinus sp.)

Height (m): 16

DBH (cm): 120

Very healthy, vigorous crown, heavy 

ivy on stem, new Inonotus on central 

stem at 7m

Sever ivy at base for 

future inspection, reduce 

central stem with fungus 

by 5m

Timescale: 30-Jul-2027 (2 

Years)

T013

Pedunculate oak

(Quercus robur)

Height (m): 16

DBH (cm): 100

Healthy crown, hollow stem with 

very deep, I rolled calluses so long-

established. Previously pollarded at 

8m.  Drilled at 60cm from east and 

west and found 13-16cm sound 

wood, insufficient!

Reduce height by 3m

Timescale: 30-Jul-2026 (1 

Year)

Playing field 

Playing field 

Over road, playing 

field and entrance, 

falling distance of 

houses

Park, falling 

distance of road 

Playing field 

Playing field 

Playing field 

Playing field 

Playing field 

Location

Playing field, close 

to garden and 

road

Over road and 

park

Over road and 

park

Garden hedge, 

over garden and 

play area
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