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Porter, Karen

From: Allen, Daniel
Sent: 23 September 2025 18:17
To: _planningadvice
Subject: FW: H09-0721-25 ecology comments

Hi, 
 
Please can the below consultee comments be added to the file?  
 
Thanks, 
Dan 
 

From: Hill, Grace <Grace.Hill@e-lindsey.gov.uk>  
Sent: 22 September 2025 14:00 
To: Allen, Daniel <Daniel.Allen@sholland.gov.uk> 
Cc: De-Ruyck, Chris (ELDC) <Chris.De-Ruyck@e-lindsey.gov.uk> 
Subject: H09-0721-25 ecology comments 
 
Hi Dan, 
 
Please see our comments for this application below. Apologies for the delay in getting them to you. 
 
H09-0721-25 - Land South of Wignals Gate Holbeach Spalding 
Development of 57 AƯordable Dwellings with associated access, open space and drainage. 
Documents reviewed: 

 BNG Statutory Metric 
 Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 
 BNG summary report 

 
Comments 
Ecological Considerations: 

 The applicant has provided thorough ecological documentation therefore in my judgement providing 
suƯicient ecological data to determine this application. We support all mitigation and enhancement 
recommendations provided in the PEA. 

 We will require 2 further water vole surveys to be completed on site pre commencement. 
 We request that provision for other bird species is required to improve the biodiversity outcomes of the 

site and mitigate the loss of habitat post development.  For example, best practices suggest that 
universal nest boxes (either integral to the buildings or external) should be provided at an equivalent 
ratio of 1:1, e.g., 3 on every third house, etc., see:  https://cieem.net/swift-bricks-the-universal-nest-
brick-by-dick-newell/.  These should be located throughout the site as appropriate following best 
practices and an ecologist’s advice.  These boxes are low-cost, are incorporated seamlessly into the 
buildings construction, and provide suitable habitat for multiple bird species that occur in urban areas. 

 Similarly, the provision of integral bat boxes on dwellings should be greatly increased in compensation 
for the loss of foraging habitat.  I suggest that a minimum of 30 integral bat boxes / roost units should 
be installed on dwellings or in trees throughout the development in appropriate areas following best 
practices and an ecologist’s advice. 

 In both cases, the authority requires the applicant to submit suƯiciently detailed maps that indicate 
the proposed location of bird/bat boxes on-site. 

 
BNG Comments 
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 Overall, the biodiversity assessment and metric calculations appear rigorous, and we can have 
confidence in their conclusions.  In this case the metric indicates that 10% mandatory net gain cannot 
be achieved on-site, and therefore the proposals require 1.09 area-habitat units oƯ-site.  These will 
need to be secured pre-commencement and can be achieved via 2 routes:   
1. Bespoke habitat creation/enhancement could be undertaken by the applicants on land they own 

elsewhere or in agreement with another landowner.  To discharge the biodiversity gain condition 
the applicants would have to secure the appropriate habitat creation/enhancement by either 
entering a section 106 agreement with the local authority or through undertaking a conservation 
covenant with a responsible body pre-commencement. 

2. The applicants could purchase the appropriate number of units from an oƯ-site habitat bank and 
evidence this to the authority pre-commencement. This can be achieved through the applicants 
contacting an oƯ-site unit provider, aka a habitat bank, (which has biodiversity units registered on 
the national gain-site registry) to arrange a contract for the applicant to purchase the necessary 
units from the habitat bank.  The habitat bank then notifies the national gain-site register to 
allocate the specifically referenced units to the applicant. To discharge the general biodiversity 
gain condition, the applicant provides us with this reference information and evidence of the 
purchase (e.g. a receipt or copy of the contract with the habitat bank) along with the biodiversity 
gain plan that they must submit to us pre-commencement.  These details are also recorded within 
a finalized version of the metric submitted with the gain plan.  The authority can then independently 
confirm the unit transfer by checking the unit references against the national gain-site register and 
then approve the gain plan to discharge the Biodiversity Gain condition. 

 A HMMP and BNG plan will be required pre-commencement for all onsite habitat creation. 
 The authority should secure the on-site habitat creation/enhancement for this development via a 

section 106 agreement to be in-line with national guidance.  This would need to be agreed and signed 
pre-commencement to discharge the biodiversity gain condition, and this requirement reflects the 
relative significance and distinctiveness of the habitat creation/enhancement proposed. 
 

Conclusion: There has been suƯicient evidence provided to determine this application, as long as the 
mandatory 10% net gain is achieved through securing oƯsite units pre-commencement. 
 
Please get in touch if you have any further questions, 
Kind Regards, 
Grace Hill 
BNG Ecologist 
South & East Lincolnshire Councils Partnership 
T: Mobile Number: 07885 651550 
E: Grace.Hill@e-lindsey.gov.uk   
www.e-lindsey.gov.uk | www.sholland.gov.uk | www.boston.gov.uk | www.selcp.co.uk 

 
Please note that any informal opinion expressed in this email is without prejudice and is not binding on the 
Council during the consideration of any formal application. 
 

East Lindsey District Council now has an official WhatsApp Channel – delivering timely updates and essential 
information straight to residents. Stay informed about local news, events, and services with the most current updates 
at your fingertips. Join us here today! 

**********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
******* 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This 
communication may contain confidential material. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the email to the intended 
recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email is strictly 
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prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender. The views expressed in this message are my own, and any negotiations by email 
are subject to formal contract. Any correspondence with the sender will be subject to automatic monitoring for inappropriate content. Your information will be 
processed in accordance with the law, in particular current Data Protection Legislation. If you have contacted the council for a service then your personal 
data will be processed in order to provide that service or answer your enquiry. For full details of our Privacy Policy and your rights please go to our website at 
https://www.e-lindsey.gov.uk/. The information that you provide will only be used for Council purposes unless there is a legal authority to do otherwise. The 
contents of e-mails may have to be disclosed to a request under the Data Protection Act, the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the Environmental 
Information Regulations 2004.  

**********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
*******  


