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RISK ASSESSMENT
Risk Categorisation and Terminology

The preliminary conceptual site model at Figure 5.6, establishes the potential source, pathway and
receptor linkages which may exist at the project site. These linkages form the baseline from which
the following qualitative risk assessment has been made.

The risk for each pollutant linkage identified has been reviewed based on both the likelihood and
consequence of potential contamination impacting on each receptor identified within the
Conceptual Site Model.

Risk categorization terminology and description has been adopted from Environment Agency and
NHBC guidance!’, and is summarised in Tables 6.1 - 6.2.

Table 6.1 Categorisation of Risk

Consequence
== Severe Medium Mmild Minor
o
,-g High Very High Risk High Risk Moderate Risk Low Risk
© Likelihood
= Likely High Risk Moderate Risk Moderate / Low Low Risk
2 Risk
% Low Likelihood Moderate Risk Moderate / Low Low Risk Very Low Risk
e Risk
o Unlikely Moderate / Low Low Risk Very Low Risk Very Low Risk
o Risk
Source: R&D66:2008 Volume 11V
Table 6.2 Description of Risk Levels
Term Description
Very High Risk There is a high probability that severe harm could arise to a designated receptor from an
identified hazard at the site without appropriate remediation action.
High Risk Harm is likely to arise to a designated receptor from an identified hazard at the site
without appropriate remediation action.
Moderate Risk Itis possible that without appropriate remediation action harm could arise to a designated

receptor. It is relatively unlikely that any such harm would be severe, and if any harm were
to occur it is more likely that such harm would be relatively mild.

Low Risk It is possible that harm could arise to a designated receptor from an identified hazard. It
is likely that, at worst if any harm was realised any effects would be mild.
Very Low Risk The presence of an identified hazard does not give rise to the potential to cause harm to

a designated receptor.

Source: R&D66:2008 Volume 1("
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