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A Perfect Circle

The fire, behind them in its stone fireplace, is gas-
powered but meant to look real, with faux logs and
cinders glowing arrhythmically. His name is Ron
and he is looking at Mina, his friend, who years ago
had an accident — a train jumped and other passen-
gers died — and has been recovering since. Ron is
visiting Mina, sitting with her and her grandmother
because he visits Mina once a year; it would be more
often, but she lives six hours away from Ron and he
is lazy. He is looking at Mina, smiling at her; in many
ways she seems precisely the same as she was when
they were young together, when they flirted and
drove over hills too fast. He is sitting with her and
her grandmother, and her grandmother is talking
about how she just had the battery on her pace-
maker replaced. While she is talking about this, she
taps her sternum, bare under her housedress, and
Ron shudders. Ron shudders at certain things:
make-up on men, people with horrible burns on
their face, and the thought of elderly people having
their bodies opened up with knives in hospitals.
Then Ron stops shuddering and, while Mina talks,
he looks at her. They are sitting in front of the fire,
and her grandmother has ceased talking about the
pacemaker, and he is looking at Mina, who he once
thought he could marry. She looks very much the
same, huge eyes, even though her brain doesn't
work quite the way it did before the accident; thus
she lives at home. Mina is talking animatedly, about
anew song she’s heard, something involving chil-
dren and destiny, and Ron is looking at her neck,
which has a scar that seems new. He is almost sure
that this is not a scar from the train accident — those
scars are on her back and legs, and he has seen most
of those. So where did this one come from? Mina’s
grandmother, when Ron was planning his visit with
her on the phone, had hinted that Mina had had a
hard few months; Ron assumes this involved a fall
of some kind. He shudders again. He sits near the
fire, very warm and shuddering, close to Mina’s scar
and her grandmother’s pacemaker, and he thinks
the inevitable thoughts: that there is no God, that
there had better not be any kind of God, because he
doesn’t want someone to blame for all this bullshit.

Dave Eggers's first short story collection, How We
Are Hungry, which includes a selection that first
appeared on this page, will be published in March by
Hamish Hamilton. For previous Dave Eggers stories,
visit guardian.co.uk/books/shortshortstories
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Lennie James, actor We Are The People My girlfriend saw this image iri
the Guardian and brought it to my attention. All we know is that it was taken
before the first world war, in Aberdeen. Two fishermen walk into a studioin |
Cosway to have their picture taken. Why? I want to know more about thein. |
I love the way the image has everything and nothing to do with their race.
There's the obvious suggestion of homosexuality, but it would be even more
interesting if they weren't gay. The whole story is here in this photograph.
It's already a movie or a play. There is often a communal understanding that
people who look like me didn't arrive here until the 1950s. Images like this

remind us of the importance of black people in the history of British society.
['ve kept thisimage, and hope some day to tell my own version of its story.
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| Are young people unfairly maligned

" in the binge-drinking debate?

Last week it emerged that young women have
outstripped young men in their quest to drink.
That being the case, they've probably outstripped
men in their quest to strip as well, but the research
| doesn'trelate. I wouldn’t contest for a moment
| the contention that youths like a drink or two;
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drinker escapes public censure is that no one ever
asks him or her how much he or she habitually has.

Abinge drink, after all, is (apparently) three
units for a woman, four for a man: this covers just
about everybody who drinks and isn’t French.
Young binge drinkers, however, are easy to spot,
since they do it in bars and get very noisy, likeina
Bacardi advert. Old binge drinkers go round to
each other’s houses and have conversations like
this: “Is it too early for a glass of wine?” “A glass of
wine would be lovely!” “Red or white?” “Whatever
you've got open.” “I know — why don’t I open one
of each?” “Splendid!” Casual research would never
reveal this boozy netherworld.

Ifyou are a young person, and you feel that
you're being treated unfairly, here's what to do:
when approached in a drinkerie by a person with a

_ | clipboard, answer all questions thus: “You think I'm
| butitseems to me that the only reason yourolder |

bad? You should see my dad.” That should do it.
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