PLANNING STATEMENT

MOULTON PARK

The application site comprises approximately 20 acres and comprises the bulk of what is known as Moulton Park at the northern end of the village of Moulton. It is registered as a Park on the National Heritage List for England (NHLE) maintained by Historic England and as such is usable for “hunting, cultivation of trees, grazing sheep and cattle and visual enjoyment”.

The entirety of the site is within the Moulton Conservation area and there are a number of protected trees on it.

It was purchased in 2016 by South Holland District Council (SHDC) for use as public open space but sadly as yet has not been opened to the public. SHDC has agreed to grant a lease of a small part of the land to Moulton Parish Council for use as a playground.

The John and Maureen Biggadike Foundation is a register charity (no 1202172) established under the will of the late John Biggadike. The objects of the foundation are to use its income for the benefit primarily of the inhabitants of Moulton, Whaplode and Weston. The trustees of the Foundation are proposing to purchase the site from SHDC in order that it can be opened as a recreational park for the area and used as such in perpetuity.
 
In the proposed transfer of the land affecting that purchase there will be covenants ensuring that the site is maintained as parkland with no buildings being allowed (other than wooden structures to enhance the use of the site as a park e.g. picnic tables, benches and possibly a covered shelter). Motor vehicles (other than those used for maintenance) will not be permitted other than on a small car parking area so that those who visit do not need to park on Bell Lane. No new accesses onto the highway will be required.

The use of the site will remain as a park though the “hunting” will not be allowed! The only difference will be that it is open to the public. It is believed this is entirely consistent with the registration on NHLE and indeed will enhance its use as a Park in the long term.

It is intended that after the purchase a local management group will be established to organise the day-to-day management, additional tree planting and area for wild flowers. In time as funds permit is hoped a hard surface walkway around the perimeter will be made enabling use in inclement weather and easier access for those with mobility scooters, wheelchairs and prams/pushchairs. The local schools will be encouraged to use and help out on the Park. It will be a good venue for health walks promoted by the Moulton Surgery.

Far from in any way impinging on the Moulton Conservation Area this project will enhance the amenity in the area and protect it from any possible development proposals in the future. No trees will be removed unless they become diseased or dangerous indeed addition tree planting is intended without diminishing the overall parkland appearance and character.

It is considered that this project will be good for the village and neighbouring parishes. It will provide access to the public to an open space which is badly lacking in the SHDC area and enhance flora and fauna in the long term.
