R. BOOR DRAUGHTSMAN

26 Fengate, Moulton Chapel, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE12 OXL
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160. The application of the exception test should be informed by a strategic or site-
specific flood risk assessment, depending on whether it is being applied during plan

production or at the application stage. For the exception test to be passed it should
be demonstrated that:

a) the development would provide wider sustainability benefits to the community
that outweigh the flood risk; and '

b) the development will be safe for its lifetime taking account of the vulnerability of
its users, without increasing flood risk elsewhere, and, where possible, will
reduce flood risk overall.
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How can wider sustainability benefits to the community that outweigh flood risk be
demonstrated?

Evidence of wider sustainability benefits to the community should be provided, for instance, through the
sustainability appraisal. If a potential site allocation fails to score positively against the aims and objectives of
the sustainability appraisal, or is not otherwise capable of demonstrating sustainability benefits, the local
planning authority should consider whether the use of planning conditions and/or planning cbligations could

make it do so. Where this is not possible the Exception Test has not been satisfied and the allocation should
not be made.
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2. Achieving sustainable development

7. The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development. At a very high level, the objective of sustainable
development can be summarised as meeting the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”.

8. Achieving sustainable development means that the planning system has three
overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in
mutually supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains
across each of the different objectives):

a) an economic objective — to help build a strong, responsive and competitive
economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the
right places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved
productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure;

b) a social objective — to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by
ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet
the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering a well-designed
and safe built environment, with accessible services and open spaces that
reflect current and future needs and support communities' health, social and
cultural well-being; and

¢) an environmental objective — to contribute to protecting and enhancing our
natural, built and historic environment; including making effective use of land,
helping to improve biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising
waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including
moving to a low carbon economy.

9. These objectives should be delivered through the preparation and implementation
of plans and the application of the policies in this Framework; they are not criteria
against which every decision can or should be judged. Planning policies and
decisions should play an active role in guiding development towards sustainable
solutions, but in doing so should take local circumstances into account, to reflect
the character, needs and opportunities of each area.

10.  So that sustainable development is pursued in a positive way, at the heart of the
Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable development (paragraph
11).
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b) the development will be safe for its lifetime taking account of the vulnerability of
its users, without increasing flood risk elsewhere, and, where possible, will
reduce flood risk overall.
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