SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

1.	Site details

	Site Name 
	Abbey Print
	Site Address
	Abbey Print
Enterprise Way
Pinchbeck
Spalding
PE11 1SW

	NGR
	E:525537, N:324783
	
	

	Site Ref Number
	25337
	Site Type[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Macro or micro] 

	Macro 



2.	Pre Application Check List

Site selection (for New Sites)
(would not generally apply to upgrades/alterations to existing sites)

	Was an LPA mast register used to check for suitable sites by the operator or the LPA?
	Yes
	No

	if no explain why
This is an upgrade of the existing EE equipment to accommodate the new Emergency Services Network (ESN). 


	Was the industry site database checked for suitable sites by the operator? 
	Yes
	No

	if no explain why
This is an upgrade of the existing EE equipment to accommodate the new Emergency Services Network (ESN). 



Annual roll out consultation with LPA 

	Date of last annual rollout information/submission
	N/A

	Name of contact
	

	Summary of outcome/Main issues raised 
This minor installation forms part a new roll out of the Home Office (HO) led Emergency Services Network (ESN) using existing EE sites. Please see the attached ESN Briefing Note (Annex A) map for predicted infrastructure locations (blue dots).



Pre-application consultation with LPA

	Date of written offer of pre-application consultation
	8/3/2017

	Was there pre-application contact
	Yes
	No

	Date of pre-application contact
	N/a

	Name of contact
	N/a

	Summary of outcome/Main issues raised 
None to date. 



Ten Commitments Consultation

	Rating of Site under Traffic Light Model
	Red 
	Amber
	Green

	Outline Consultation carried out
In accordance with Industry best practice this site has been given a rating of Green due to the minor nature of the works proposed and the minimal visual impact on the existing structure. 

Pre application consultation letters were sent to the ward councillors and the parish council on 8/3/2017. 


	Summary of outcome/Main issues raised.

None to date



School/College

	Location of site in relation to school/college (include name of school/college)
N/A

	Outline of consultation carried out with school/college; 
N/A


	Summary of outcome/Main issues raised 
N/A.




Civil Aviation Authority/Secretary of State for the Defence/Aerodrome Operator consultation (Only required for an application for prior approval)   

	Will the structure be within 3km of an aerodrome or airfield?
	Yes
	No

	Has the Civil Aviation Authority/Secretary of State for the Defence/Aerodrome Operator been notified
	Yes
	No

	Details of response
N/A





Developer’s Notice or Article 12 Notice 

	Copy of Developer’s Notice enclosed/ Article 12 Notice enclosed
	Yes
	No

	Date served
	21/3/2017

	
3.	Proposed Development

Background

The Emergency Services Mobile Communications Programme is the Home Office – led programme responsible for replacing Airwave.  Airwave is a mobile radio system used to communicate within and between the three national Emergency Services (3ES).  

Airwave needs replacement: it cannot deliver broadband data services; it is very expensive and contracts are beginning to expire.  A new Emergency Services Network (ESN) aims to provide an integrated critical voice and broadband data communications service for the 3ES that meets the public safety requirements for functionality, coverage, availability and security.  

The chosen technology will be based on enhancing a commercial 4G network, (which is the existing Everything Everywhere (EE) site in this instance) which will be configured to give the 3ES priority over other users.  It will provide a high quality service that makes full use of the latest technology in the telecoms sector.

ESN will provide an enhanced radio access service with highly available national coverage and additional infrastructure over which Everything Everywhere (EE) will extend their network in to rural areas.  

ESN is required to be in place so that the 3ES can transition when Airwave contracts expire between 2017 and 2019.  A mobilisation phase to design, build, test and assure ESN will run between December 2015 and 2017.  

As such, the proposed upgrade is essential as part of the national infrastructure to enable communications and interoperability for the police, fire and ambulance services, to help cut crime, fight fires and save lives.

Description of the Site 

The proposed site is an existing established telecommunications installation to the rear of commercial premises (Abbey Print) off Enterprise Way to the north east of Spalding centre.  

The existing established telecommunications radio base station site was originally built on a temporary basis comprising a 27.2m mast within a portable fenced compound.

The site is well located within a commercial area where, along with the existing base station, there are several other existing vertical elements including two chimneys nearby, street lighting columns and trees.	

	

Proposed Development

The proposed development is minimal and comprises the:

The removal of the existing 28m high mast and installation of new 30m high monopole with equipment in new fenced compound along with 3 no. equipment cabinets along with ancillary development thereto.


The proposed upgraded equipment is required as part of a new Emergency Services Network (ESN) led by the Home Office to provide an integrated voice and broadband data communications service which will be based on enhancing the existing Everything Everywhere (EE) 4G network site located here.
	



	Enclose map showing the cell centre and adjoining cells

	
This is an upgrade to the existing site to fundamentally enable the integration of a new Emergency Services Network in to the existing EE 4G service.  





	Type of Structure: Antenna on building 

	Overall Height                                                            30m                                                      

	Height of existing building (where applicable)  
	n/a

	Equipment Housing 

	Height x Width x Depth
	X2 no. 1550mm x 770mm x 770mm
1no 1200mm x 600mm x 500mm

	Materials (as applicable)

	Column/mast etc – type of material and external colour
	Steel grey as existing

	Equipment housing – type of material and external colour
	Grey – as existing



	Reasons for choice of design 

	
The replacement mast and equipment cabinets are required to accommodate this new Emergency Services network site.  The mast as existing was originally a temporary installation.  The replacement mast is a more streamlined design than the existing mast in a single column with a small head frame accommodating the antenna and relocated transmission link dish. It is the absolute minimalist solution available to provide the required upgrade for the ESN Network

In light of the operators’ efforts to design the best solution for this particular site so as to minimise the impact of the development on the environment, it is considered that the appearance at an established base station will not alter and will not, therefore, adversely impact on the visual amenity of the area. 

It is therefore considered that the proposal strikes a good balance between environmental impact and operational considerations to provide the technology for ESN.



4.	Technical information

	ICNIRP Declaration attached
ICNIRP public compliance is determined by mathematical calculation and implemented by careful location of antennas, access restrictions and/or barriers and signage as necessary. Members of the public cannot unknowingly enter areas close to the antennas where exposure may exceed the relevant guidelines.

When determining compliance, the emissions from all mobile phone network operators on the site are taken into account.
Power output (Expressed in EIRP in dBw per carrier)
In order to minimise interference within its own network and with other radio networks EE Ltd operates its network in such a way that radio frequency power outputs are kept to the lowest levels commensurate with effective service provision.

As part of EE’s Solutions Ltd’s network, the radio base station that is the subject of this application will be configured to operate in this way.
	Yes


	

5.	Technical Justification

Enclose predictive coverage plots

	Reason(s) why site required e.g. coverage, upgrade, capacity (map attached if required)

	The National Planning Policy Framework clearly states that authorities should not question the need for the service. Notwithstanding this fact, the Applicant considers it to be important to explain the technical justification for the site, given its intended use for the Emergency Services.

The proposal forms part of a new emergency services network being led by the Home Office. The Home Office (HO) is the lead government department for border control, immigration and passports; drugs and alcohol policy; counter-terrorism; crime; and police and fire, which along with the ambulance services makes up the three Emergency Services (3ES). This proposal forms part of the nation’s Critical National Infrastructure. UK’s Critical National Infrastructure (CNI) is a fundamental enabler for these important public safety services to be delivered effectively for the national good. 

EE has been commissioned by the Home Office to deliver part of this new network through integration with many of its own 4G sites, including this one, in which to deliver for ESN and from which it will offer a service. EE will operate this site, which will become part of its core network. For further information, please see the attached document namely ‘Emergency Services Network (ESN) – Information Note, which includes a map of its predicted infrastructure locations of which this site forms part of. 





6. Site selection process – alternative sites considered and not chosen (not generally required for upgrades/alterations to existing sites including redevelopment of an existing site to facilitate an upgrade or sharing with another operator)

	Site
	Site Name and address
	National Grid Reference
	Reason for not choosing

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	If no alternative site options have been investigated, please explain why:

As this is an upgrade to the existing EE telecommunications radio base station to accommodate the ESN, it was established that the upgrading of facilities through the use of existing infrastructure would be the most viable solution.  Based on this sequential approach no other sites have been considered.




	Additional relevant information

	
Siting and Visual Appearance

In accordance with published Government guidance, this proposal has been developed having regard to the need for good design.

General design principles have been taken into account in respect of this proposed telecommunications development including an assessment of the character of the area concerned and that the design shows an appreciation of context.

In particular:

· Considerations of design and layout are informed by the context, having regard not just to any immediate neighbouring buildings but the landscape of the wider locality.  The local landscape all help to determine the character and identity of the development.

· The scale, massing and height of proposed development have been considered in relation to the topography, the general pattern of heights in the area; and views, vistas and landmarks.

The following general design principles have been taken into account in respect of this proposed telecommunications development:

· A proper assessment of the character of the area concerned.  

· That the design shows an appreciation of context.

The presence of the existing base station sets a clear precedent for telecommunications development in this location and indicates that the principle of this proposal is acceptable in terms of siting. As stated below, the PPW advocates site sharing, and as such we believe that there are no sequentially preferable locations within the defined site search area.

The design of the proposed equipment is considered to be the least visually intrusive option available. There is no external alteration in the appearance of the base station and will not detract from the character of the area in which the proposal sits.





	Planning Policy 

	
The South Holland Local Plan was adopted in 2006.  Policy TC 3 related to telecommunications.  The authority was directed by the Secretary of State, in 2009 that this policy, along with several others, was no longer saved.  Policy relating to telecommunications development in National Planning Policy is relevant.


Compliance with Planning Policy 

The proposed upgraded telecommunications base station is in full accordance with National Planning Policy.  The appearance of the proposed upgrade is a more slender design than the existing installation and is unlikely to have an adverse effect at an established base station location, whilst providing for the social and economic benefits of the upgraded provision.  The principle of a telecommunications base station installation in this location has already been accepted by the Council and become part of the established feature within the area.  The proposed upgrade to the existing site is sequentially the most preferable option.  

The proposed replacement equipment fully complies with the objectives of the NPPF.  Government guidance states that to limit visual intrusion the number of radio and telecommunication masts and the sites should be kept to a minimum consistent with the efficient operation of the network.  Existing masts, buildings and other structures should be used unless the need of a new site has been justified [NPPF para 43].  

The Government fully supports high quality communications infrastructure. The NPPF states at paragraph 43 that local planning authorities should support the expansion of electronic communications networks.  This offers the best environmental solution, limiting the number of new sites required whilst enabling the three Emergency Services to deliver an integrated critical voice and broadband data communications service.  This minimal alteration to the existing station will provide the 3ES with a high-quality service that makes full use of the latest technology, whilst enhancing a commercial 4G network.  

Summary

Taking into consideration all the relevant factors set out herein this document, it is considered that this proposal is the optimum solution in terms of providing the required technology coverage for the Emergency Services, minimising any adverse impacts on local amenity and the surrounding townscape. It is considered that the visual impact of the equipment and its will be minimal.   The proposal is fully compliant with the NPPF [par 14, 17, 43, 46, 56, 65], Code of Best Practise on Mobile Phone Development and South Holland policy.  






Contact Details

	Name
	Alison Hughes
	Telephone
	01925 607 236

	Operator
	EE Limited
	Fax no
	

	Address
	Trident Place, Hatfield Business Park, Mosquito Way, Hatfield AL10 9BW
	Email address
	alison@en-trust.co.uk


	
	



	Signed
	[image: ]
	Date
	[bookmark: _GoBack]22/3/2017

	Position
	Chartered Member of the RTPI
	Company
(on behalf of the above operator)
	Clarke Telecom Limited
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