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Proposed Use of Developed land under Permission Reference H16-0930-10

The development was approved by the LPA in decision dated 9/11/10 for the use of trailer parking on a previously landscaped area of land.

The proposed detailed use of the developed land is the parking of predominately unladen articulated trailers. It is proposed that the area has access restricted to ‘shunters’. These  shunters are a dedicated team of employees using specialist vehicles for the movement of trailers. They utilise a hydraulic lift to allow the trailer legs to clear the ground, eliminating the need for trailer legs to be wound up manually prior to movement. This proposal reduces risk in a number of areas :-
1) The only significant risk of discharge of fuel from a trailer into the ground would occur if a fuel tank is ruptured. The only significant factor in a fuel tank rupture is the ‘dropping’ of a trailer due to incorrect coupling. This is negated by use of a shunt vehicle (Tug) which does not require the legs to be moved.

2) The shunt driver is not required to exit his vehicle to complete a coupling/uncoupling manoeuvre due to the mechanical design of the vehicle. This reduces the risk of slips/trips with the driver, and will allow us to provide a lower light intensity on the development than otherwise required – reducing energy consumption and potential light pollution.

3) The control of the coupling procedure and restriction to tugs only reduces the overall exposure of personal injury to the general driving populous. The shunt drivers are in 2 way radio contact across the site at all times in the event of difficulties.

Any change to this use in future would only be considered after the appropriate risk assessment and control measures in place.

Contamination Control Process

In the unlikely event of any form of contamination of the surface, eg due to fuel discharge, this will be prevented from entering the watercourse by the following base process :-

Area will be inspected daily for signs of significant contamination, existing defect,  escalation and containment  processes  will apply where appropriate.

The contaminated area of hardstanding will be excavated to a depth ensuring all traces of contamination are removed. An excavator is typically retained on site at all times, and an immediate response hire facility is locally available as a contingency. The contaminated hardcore will be placed to one site for proper disposal.

The affected area will be backfilled and rolled with clean hardcore/Type1 MOT and blinded.

Control of Surface Water Contamination and Discharge

Please refer to accompanying drainage scheme for detail, however in summary :-

Construction will be of compacted and blinded hardcore. This will create a permeable surface allowing the impact of surface water drainage to be minimised in accordance with sec. 9.4 of the Flood Risk Assessment accompanying the original planning application.

As recognised in sec. 10.2 of the FRA, it is proposed to install a drainage scheme to address the potential issue of peak run-off.

Surface water whether through permeation or discharge from the drainage scheme will be diverted into a dyke formed along the perimeter of the development. The dyke will feed into an interceptor matched to the calculated discharge rate of the developed area. The interceptor will separate any oils/separated contamination from surface water before it is discharged to the neighbouring watercourse.

The clean water at the output of the interceptor will be discharged into a holding lagoon. This will be formed to attenuate the run-off into the Vernatts Drain in accordance with Internal Drainage Board guidance. Output from the lagoon will be via a 100mm nominal pipe size, which will have the ability to be shutoff in the event of catastrophic failure. A failsafe option exists on site to overpump any contaminated water via a new interceptor system before discharge to the same drain. This installation is a recently completed project approved by the IDB and Environment Authority.

We believe that this proposal meets the requirements to mitigate any flood risks, as well as addressing potential concerns regarding the discharge of contaminated water into a public watercourse.

