DECISION DELEGATED TO HEAD OF PLANNING

Application No: H16-0730-22 Applicant: Mr B M Amin
Proposal: Shop Front Stickers/Signage - Retrospective

Location: 13 Winsover Road Spalding

Terminal Date: 16th September 2022

Planning Policies

South East Lincolnshire Local Plan - Adopted: March 2019

01 Spatial Strategy

02 Development Management
03 Design of New Development
26 Primary Shopping Frontages
29 The Historic Environment

National Guidance

National Planning Policy Framework 2021

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2021)

Section 2: Achieving sustainable development

Section 4: Decision-making

Section 7: Ensuring the vitality of town centres

Section 12: Achieving well-designed places

Section 16: Conserving and enhancing the historic environment

Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007

Planning Practice Guidance

Representations:
Object Support No Ob;j. Comments

WARD MEMBER 0 0 0 0
HIGHWAYS & SUDS 0 0 0 1
SUPPORT

SPALDING & DISTRICT 1 0 0 0
CIVIC SOCIETY

RESIDENTS 2 0 0 0




CASE OFFICER ASSESSMENT

Proposal

This application seeks permission for the installation of shopfront stickers on the ground floor, front
elevation windows at No. 13 Winsover Road, Spalding. This application is retrospective with works
having been completed 15th May 2022.

Site Description

The site currently operates as a convenience store on the south-side of Winsover Road. The
existing property is white painted brick with a ground floor. The dominant character of the
surrounding area is commercial. The site is located within the Spalding Town Centre and is
approximately 50m west of the Spalding Conservation Area.

History

H16-0729-22 - Installation of ATM Machine (retrospective) - Pending Consideration.

Consultation Responses

Lincolnshire County Council Highway Authority and Lead Local Flood Authority
No objections.

Spalding Civic Society
Object to the proposal.

Two letters of objection have been received during the course of the application raising concerns
over the following:

-Principle of vinyl window coverings
-Parking considerations

Whilst parking considerations were raised as a concern, as this application is for the installation of
signage only, it is not a matter to be considered as part of this application.

Planning Considerations
Amenity

Part 1 of the Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007
states that a Local Planning Authority shall exercise its powers in the interests of amenity which
includes the general characteristics of the locality, including the presence of any features of historic,
architectural, cultural or similar interest. Furthermore, paragraph 136 of the NPPF states that the
quality and character of places can suffer when advertisements are poorly sited and designed.

The proposal includes the installation of various shopfront window stickers on the front elevation of
No. 13 Winsover Road. The stickers include images of the products on sale as well as the stores
name and cover all the ground floor windows. The character of the locality in terms of
advertisements is generally varied with some other examples of window stickers on ground floor,
front elevations. However, these examples are typically less extensive to enable visibility in and out
of the properties. The site is located approximately 50m west of the Spalding Conservation Area.
Given the curvature in the highway of Station Road leading into Winsover Road, the intervisibility
between the Spalding Conservation Area and the development would be limited but would be
visible.

By virtue of the extent to which the ground floor would be covered by window stickers of a poor
design that would prevent visibility in and out of the property, the proposed signage is considered to




be to the detriment of the amenity and would negatively impact the quality and character of the
immediate area and the setting of the Spalding Conservation Area.

Public Safety

As the signage and stickers are non-illuminated and do not overhang the public highway, the
proposed development is not considered to result in any detrimental impacts on road users and is
therefore considered acceptable in terms of highway safety.

Other Matters

Spalding Civic Society have objected to the proposed signage and requested the implementation of
a special control order under Schedule 5 of the Town and Country Planning (Control of
Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007. However, this request cannot be considered as part
of this advertisement consent application.

Planning Balance

Section 38 (6) of the Town and Country Planning Act, as amended by the 2004 Act, states that the
determination must be made in accordance with the development plan unless material
considerations indicate otherwise.

The proposal is considered to materially harm the character and appearance of the locality. It is
worth noting that the proposal would not result in any detrimental impacts on public safety. For the
reason listed above, this application is considered to contravene the Town and Country Planning
(Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007, Policies 2, 3, 26 and 29 of the adopted
South East Lincolnshire Local Plan (SELLP, 2019) and the guidance within the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF, 2021). Accordingly, this application should be refused.

Conclusion

Refused.

Additional Considerations

Public Sector Equality Duty

In making this decision the Authority must have regard to the public sector equality duty (PSED)
under s.149 of the Equalities Act. This means that the Council must have due regard to the need (in
discharging its functions) to:

A. Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other conduct prohibited by
the Act

B. Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected characteristic and those
who do not. This may include removing or minimising disadvantages suffered by persons who share
a relevant protected characteristic that are connected to that characteristic; taking steps to meet the
special needs of those with a protected characteristic; encouraging participation in public life (or
other areas where they are underrepresented) of people with a protected characteristic(s).

C. Foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those who do not
including tackling prejudice and promoting understanding.

The protected characteristics are age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity,
race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation.

The PSED must be considered as a relevant factor in making this decision but does not impose a
duty to achieve the outcomes in s.149. It is only one factor that needs to be considered, and may be
balanced against other relevant factors.

It is not considered that the recommendation in this case will have a disproportionately adverse
impact on a protected characteristic.

Human Rights

In making a decision, the Authority should be aware of and take into account any implications that
may arise from the Human Rights Act 1998. Under the Act, it is unlawful for a public authority such




as South Holland District Council to act in a manner that is incompatible with the European
Convention on Human Rights. The Authority is referred specifically to Article 8 (right to respect for
private and family life) and Article 1 of the First Protocol (protection of property).

It is not considered that the recommendation in this case interferes with local residents' right to
respect for their private and family life, home and correspondence, except insofar as it is necessary
to protect the rights and freedoms of others (in this case, the rights of the applicant). The Council is
also permitted to control the use of property in accordance with the general public interest and the
recommendation is considered to be a proportionate response to the submitted application based
on the considerations set out in this report.




