RESPONSE TO REFUSAL ON APPLICATION H16-0001-16

The above application was refused on 23rd March 2016 on 2 reasons

 “Insufficient highway parking”
As advised on my original application there were and still are zero cars parked/registered at the address which is something that we have no intention to change moving forward however, despite the fact that there are no vehicles at the property we have addressed the councils/highways concerns and made space for an additional 4 vehicles at the address bringing the total number of off road parking spaces to 6.

“The proposed intensity of use would be out of character with the surrounding dwellings and would cause a significant and adverse impact on residential amenity by way of noise and disturbance and levels of activity out of keeping with this residential area.”

Firstly there are large properties in Wygate Meadows that contain large families so this is an unfair argument.  Further more, how does having up to 8 people in a dwelling impact on residential amenity by way of noise or disturbance?  The tenants are not children who need to shout over each other and they do not all follow each other around talking.  They have separate rooms and have no need to talk all day long.  Just because the tenants are migrant workers it does not make them any noisier, dirtier or mean that they have activities out of keeping than with the English residents in the street (some of whom might be classed as a little racist) who all drive to work and pop in and out all day long going to the shops and golf etc.  The tenants attend work on a daily basis by way of transport on push bike which causes no noise unlike the many cars used/owned by the other residents on the street.

There were no complaints/objections made prior to the original application going in as there were genuinely no problems at the address and indeed most of the other residents did not realise it was an HMO.  The property has now been an HMO for nearly one year now and the building is still standing and is well maintained.  The tenants are all friendly and well behaved.  Most of the residents whose real concern was over parking are now aware that this was not a concern as there are still no vehicles at the address as originally promised.

Finally this type of licensing was put in the local councils control in order to avoid an abundance of HMO’S in any one area.  This would be the only HMO on the street which has already been proven to be a success.  The fact that it is an affluent street should not matter.  

Please reconsider this application.  I am not a rogue landlord and believe that my reputation is proven for having good trouble free tenants in all of our properties that are all well maintained.

