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VALIDATION REPORT FOR FORMER BIRDS PUBLIC HOUSE, HALMER GATE, 
SPALDING, LINCOLNSHIRE 
 
CLIENT: LIFE PROPERTY CONSTRUCTION LIMITED 
 
 

 
1.   INTRODUCTION 
 
In accordance with our estimate, ref. E7111 dated 2 June 2021, and following and 
receipt of Purchase Order SP365, dated 3 June 2021, from the Client we have 
prepared this Phase IV Validation Report. 
 
We have previously issued the following reports for this site: 

 Phase I: Walkover Survey & Desk Study Report, ref. NE3769, November 2018. 

 Phase II: Ground Investigation Report, ref. NE3769A, March 2019. 

 Phase II: Additional GI Report, ref. NE3769B, June 2019. 

 Phase III: Remediation Statement Report, ref. NE3769C, July 2019. 

 Waste Classification Report, ref. NE3768D, August 2019. 
 
1.1 Site Location and Description 
 
The site is located to the south south east of the junction of Halmer Gate, Albert Street, 
Queens Road and Low Road in the eastern part of Spalding, Lincolnshire, as shown 
on Figure 1.  The National Grid Reference of the centre of the site is TF. 2580 2290 
(E.525795m, N.322898m). 
 
As shown on Figure 2, the near trapezoidal shaped about 0.47 hectare site is bounded 
to the north west by Halmer Gate with houses beyond, to the north by the road junction 
with houses and commercial/ industrial premises beyond, to the east by houses and 
commercial/ industrial premises and to the south and west south west by houses off of 
Avebury Gardens. 
 
At the time of our visit to site in 2019 the irregular shaped The Birds Public House 
building occupied the central northern two thirds of the site, largely surrounded by 
bituminous macadam surfaced car parks, with a small square building about 16 metres 
to the south.  Beyond the small square building and a fence the southern third of the 
site was a grassed beer garden with a children’s play area.  The site boundary was 
marked by fences and hedges with a drainage ditch along the eastern boundary.  A 
small planted area was present on the central northern boundary and contained some 
semi mature and mature trees and bushes. 
 
In the intervening period the public house has been demolished and the car park 
removed.  Subsequently a care home has been constructed with a bituminous 
macadam surfaced car park to the north, grassed borders with footpaths and planters 
to the south and west and a raised deck to the east. 
 
1.2   Development 
 
The three storey 61 bedroom care home has garden areas to the south and west, a 
raised deck to the east and with a car park to the north, as shown on Figure 3. 
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2.   VALIDATION 
 
2.1   Contamination 
 
2.1.1   Introduction 
 
The Phase II Ground Investigation found speciated poly-nuclear aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) were elevated in the area to the east of the former building.  
Potential volatile organics were proven to be negligible.  It was recommended, in 
accordance with the approved Phase III Remediation Statement, that a hard surface 
cover or clean cover system should be placed to protect the end users of the 
development.  Alternatively the source of the contamination could be removed. 
 
The Client has taken an alternative approach by constructing a raised paved deck to 
the east of the new building, effectively breaking the pathway from the source of the 
contamination to the end users of the development.  No vegetated borders are present. 
 
In addition the Client has formed grassed and vegetated borders to the south (end use 
unchanged) and west (former bituminous macadam surfaced car park removed) of the 
development and to the north of the car park (end use unchanged). 
 
2.1.2   Validation of Depth of Clean Cover 
 
Sub Surface North East Limited have taken out 7 No. hand dug trial pits in the 
vegetated borders to determine the thickness of the clean cover.  The approximately 
0.3 by 0.3 metre hand dug trial pits were excavated to depths of between 0.30 and 
0.45 metres and representative samples were taken.  The encountered soils were 
logged in general accordance with BS EN ISO 14688-1: 2018 and a photographic 
record was made.  The Hand Dug Trial Pit Records and photographs taken are 
appended. 
 
The Client has confirmed that the previously determined clean topsoil from the beer 
garden has been reused in the above vegetated borders with no imported topsoil or 
subsoil being required.  No contamination analysis was therefore undertaken. 
 
The reconstituted clean topsoil was found in all the hand dug trial pits to 0.45 metres 
depth, with the exception of HD7 were the pit was terminated on gravel sized fragments 
of stone at 0.30 metres depth.  Possible buried services were present below. 
 
2.2   Exported and Imported Materials 
 
2.2.1   Exported Waste Materials 
 
The Client has excavated out the bituminous macadam surfaced car parks to the north 
and east of the former building and removed the contaminated material to a licenced 
waste disposal facility.  Photographs of the works to the north of the former building 
are appended.  In addition the waste transfer notes, dated 6, 7, 10, 11 and 14 May 
2021 are appended. 
 
2.2.2   Imported Construction Materials 
 
To the north of the development the Client has constructed a new car park and 
photographs of the preparatory works are appended.  In addition the imported stone 
transfer notes, dated 6, 7, 10, 11 and 12 May 2021 are appended. 
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