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HAWTHORN BANK, SPALDING 
 

NON-TECHNICAL CLIENT SUMMARY 

This report presents the findings of a validation exercise which was undertaken to confirm that 
appropriate remediation has been undertaken at the site. Pertinent findings and conclusions are 
summarised as follows: 
 

 Intrusive investigation work carried out by EPS in August 2017 identified concentrations of lead 
that could pose an unacceptable risk to future site users and residents within shallow soils in the 
northwest and west of the site. 

 Following recommendations by EPS, it was suggested that permanent hardstanding such as asphalt 
or paving could be used to effectively cap these areas and prevent physical interaction.   

 EPS visually validated the location and nature of the permanent hardstanding. It was concluded 
that all contaminated soil had been removed and capped by paving, reducing the risk to future site 
users down to an acceptable level. 

 A copy of this report should be provided to the Environmental Health Department of South 
Holland District Council and the NHBC so that it may be incorporated into their land quality 
records.  
 

By their very nature, the above bullet points represent a simplified summary of our work and should 
not be relied upon to form the basis for key decisions for the proposed development.  A full picture is 
provided in the following report, or alternatively give us a call and we’ll talk you through it. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
In September 2019, Environmental Protection Strategies Ltd (EPS) was commissioned by JP 
Builders to produce a Verification Report following the installation of a permanent capping system 
associated with the development at Hawthorn Bank, Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE11 1JJ (‘the site’) 
(see Figure 1). 
 
This work was commissioned as a response to a request from South Holland District Council relating 
to the development of nine residential properties with associated domestic garden areas and 
driveways.     
 
Verification (through visual validation) was recommended for areas where concentrations of lead 
could pose and unacceptable risk to future site users and residents.  
 
This report presents a summary of a recent verification relating to areas where concentrations of 
lead could pose and unacceptable risk to future site users and residents, undertaken by EPS.  
 

1.1 Previous Reports 
 
This work has been undertaken subsequent to recommendations made in the reports listed below, 
(which should be referenced for further information): 
 

 Phase I & II Geo-Environmental Assessment – Hawthorn Bank, Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE11 1JJ – 
August 2017 (EPS Report Ref: UK17.2773). 

 
The Phase I & II Geo-Environmental Assessment identified concentrations of lead in the shallow 
soils that exceeded relevant screening criteria representative of minimal risks to human health.  
 
In order to break potential contaminant linkages associated with exposure to lead by future users, a 
permanent capping system such as asphalt or paving was recommended.  

 
 

1.2 Limitations and Constraints 
 
The purpose of this report is to present the findings of a soil validation exercise conducted at the 
location(s) specified.  When examining the data collected from the investigations made during the 
assessment, Environmental Protection Strategies Ltd (EPS) makes the following statements: 
 
No investigation method is capable of completely identifying all the contaminants that might be 
present in the soil or groundwater under a site.  Where outlined in our report, we have examined 
the ground beneath a site by constructing a number of boreholes and / or trial pits.  The locations 
of these excavations and sampling points are considered to be representative of the condition of the 
whole site subsurface.  However, ground conditions are naturally variable and it may be possible 
that localised ground controls could influence the spread of contaminants within the site subsurface.  
For this reason, it is possible that samples collected during the investigation may not represent the 
conditions across the entire site. 
 
If third parties have been contracted / consulted during compilation of this report, the validity of 
any data they may have supplied, and which are included in the report, have been assessed as far as 
possible by EPS however, EPS cannot guarantee the validity of these data. 
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The report has been prepared for the client(s) listed on the report title page and has been subject to 
standard internal EPS review procedures.  EPS accepts no liability or responsibility for use of, or 
reliance upon, this report and / or the information contained within it by third parties. 
 
No part of this report, or references to it, may be included in published documents of any kind 
without approval from EPS. 
 
This report and its contents, together with any supporting correspondence or other documentation, 
remain the property of Environmental Protection Strategies Ltd until paid for in full.
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2 VERIFICATION WORKS  
 
EPS was commissioned to visually validate the location and nature of the permanent capping system. 
Location plans and photographs of the permanent capping system were received from the client on 
18th September 2019 and verified by an EPS engineer. Further details of this work are included 
within the sections below. 
 

2.1 Summary of Verification 
 

2.1.1 Location and Thickness of Capping System 
 
Upon receipt of the photographs, an inspection was made of the capping system recommended in 
the previous investigation. It was identified as permanent block paving (cemented in) and unlikely 
to be easily converted by future site users due to the fact that it is related to the communal parking 
area. No evidence of exposed underlying soils was present.  
 
Further discussion with the client confirmed that approximately 550mm of the previous underlying 
(contaminated) soils were excavated and appropriately disposed off-site in order to achieve the sub-
base of the capping system.      
 
A number of photographs were taken to confirm the installation of the capping system across the 
affected areas and all relevant photographs are included as Appendix A for reference.  
 
Visual verification of the capping system was completed and the extent of the paving is detailed on 
the final development plan included as Appendix B.  
 

2.1.2 Verification of Imported Material  
 
Subsequent to excavation of the contaminated soil, construction material was used to backfill the 
excavation in the construction of the capping system. Waste transfer notes for all materials imported 
to and removed from the site is presented as Appendix C.  
 
 

2.2 Findings 
 

2.2.1 Ground Conditions 
 
Ground conditions comprised a permanent block paving (cemented in) capping system that 
predominantly surfaced driveways in the west of the site. Largely coinciding with the location of 
affected soils.   
 

2.2.2 Physical Evidence of Contamination 
 
The client confirmed that no physical evidence of contamination was encountered during this phase 
of works.  

  



Verification Report 
Hawthorn Bank, Spalding 
EPS Ref: UK19.4699 

 
 

4 

 
3 VERIFICATION STATEMENT 

 
On the basis of the information provided by third parties and the results of the visual validation 
described in this report, it is concluded by EPS that the installation of a permanent capping system 
has been successfully completed in accordance with the recommendations made in the previous 
Phase I & II Geo-Environmental Assessment report. The control measures which have been 
implemented are considered to have reduced the risks posed to site users by lead found in the shallow 
soils to acceptable levels and the site is now considered fit for its proposed residential end use. 
 
It is recommended that a copy of this report is provided to the Environmental Health Department 
of South Holland District Council and the NHBC so that it may be incorporated into their land 
quality records.  
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Selected Site Photographs 
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Photo 1: View of the capping system facing NW (1) Photo 2:  View of the capping system facing NW (2) 

  
Photo 3:  View of the capping system facing SE (1) Photo 4:   View of the capping system facing SE (2) 
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APPENDIX B 
 
 

Final Development Plan 
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Waste Transfer & Disposal Record 
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