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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement (‘the SCI’) has been prepared to assist South Holland 

District Council in their consideration of a full planning application for proposed extra care 

accommodation with associated access, car parking, and landscaping on land adjacent to Roman 

Bank, Spalding 

 

1.2 The proposed development is described in full detail within the accompanying Planning Statement 

by DPP (reference: DP/LH/4879NE/R001). 

 
1.3 This SCI specifically relates to the scope of community involvement and consultation which has 

taken place in relation to the preparation of the planning application for the Proposed 

Development. 



 
Sea Island Developments (Spalding) Ltd 

Roman Bank, Spalding 
DP/JK/4879NE/R003 
 5 

2.0 Planning Policy Background 

2.1 This section of the SCI provides an overview of Government and local guidance in relation to 

community involvement in the planning system, as outlined within the following documents: 

 

National Planning Policy Framework ‘NPPF’ (2021)  

South East Lincolnshire Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) (April 2012) 

National Planning Policy Framework (‘NPPF’) 

2.2 The NPPF encourages engagement with the local community on development proposals with 

paragraph 40 setting out the following: ‘Local Planning Authorities have a key role to play in 

encouraging other parties to take maximum advantage of the pre-application stage. They cannot 

require that a developer engages with them before submitting a planning application, but they 

should encourage take-up of any pre-application services they do offer. They should also, where 

they think this would be beneficial, encourage any applicants who are not already required to do so 

by law to engage with the local community and, where relevant, with statutory and non-statutory 

consultees, before submitting their applications.’ 

2.3 Likewise, the importance of participation of consenting bodies in pre-application discussions is also 

stressed. Paragraph 42 states that such participation enables early consideration of all the 

fundamental issues relating to whether a particular development will be acceptable in principle.  

2.4 In ensuring that the right information is submitted with an application in order to facilitate good 

decision taking, paragraph 43 of the Framework recommends that applicants, ‘discuss what 

information is needed with the Local Planning Authority and expert bodies as early as possible’.  

South East Lincolnshire Statement of Community Involvement (April 2012) 

2.5 This Statement of Community Involvement was published in April 2012 and covers the areas of 

Boston Borough Council and South Holland District Council. It sets out the Council’s commitment 

for involving and consulting members of the public and stakeholders on the preparation of planning 

policies and the determination of planning applications in South East Lincolnshire  

 

2.6 Section 3 of the SCI sets out the community involvement recommended before an application is 

submitted. It is not currently a statutory responsibility, however the three partner LPA’s actively 

encourage developers to seek involvement of the community at this stage.  

 
2.7 Public involvement at this stage should ensure that schemes that may give rise to issues of 

significant economic, environmental or social impact, are well understood by the local community 

and other interested parties, and allow early consideration of the fundamental issues relating to 

whether a particular proposal would be acceptable in principle. The scale and scope of consultation 

exercises should be agreed with Council officers on a case by case basis. 
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2.8 The SCI sets out the type of issues that are likely to inform LPA’s judgement on whether an 

application will be of wider concern within the community and where public consultation will be 

influenced by this. Public consultation may be undertaken where a planning application: 

 

• Is likely to affect nearby property by causing significantly increased levels of noise, smell, vibration, 

dust or any other form of nuisance; 

• Is likely to attract significantly more people to an area, which will increase noise levels in a generally 

quiet area; and  

• Involves the construction of particularly high buildings in comparison to those that will surround it. 

 

2.9 In addition to this, the SCI stipulates that applications relating to conservation areas, listed 

buildings, major applications, departures, public rights of way and Environmental Impact 

Assessments will be advertised in the local press and a site notice will be posted on or near the site 

or neighbouring residents will be sent a neighbour notification letter. 

 

2.10 The publicity arrangements of South Holland District Council is set out in Appendix 3 of the South 

East Lincolnshire SCI. For large-scale development, this underlines that a notice will be placed in 

the press giving details of the application, how the plans can be expected and how representations 

can be made  A site notice will also be displayed near the site, giving details of the proposals and 

the relevant Town or Parish Council will receive a notification letter of the planning application 

together with relevant plans. 

 
2.11 Although not directly setting out that care accommodation proposals will be subject to carrying 

out a public consultation prior to a full planning application, it is appreciated that the site’s location 

within a zone at risk of flooding, and other potential issues relating to highways and amenity 

resulting from development make the development proposal a sensitive one, and one that should 

be open to public consultation  
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3.0 Consultation Programme and Outcomes  

3.1 The following section provides details of the consultation programme that has taken place prior to 

the submission of the planning application. Details of the approach and the full extent of 

consultation is presented below, alongside a summary of the outcomes. 

 

Consultation Overview 

3.2 Public consultation was undertaken by the Applicant in respect of the proposals with the local 

community between 18th and 27th November 2022. 

3.3 The consultation consisted of a detailed letter which provided an overview of the scheme and key 

information. It was distributed to residents on 18th November. The area of scope for the 

consultation was pre-determined by DPP and the Applicant in agreement with the Local Planning 

Authority and incorporated a range of residential and commercial premises within proximity of the 

site. The scope also accounted for potential impacts from construction phase, and sought to 

encompass a wider area than the immediate locality of the site.  

3.4 A dedicated consultation website was set up specifically for this project. The consultation letter 

included a link to the consultation webpage where plans, visuals and a more detailed description 

are provided for residents to view, with comments invited by 27th November either directly through 

the website, via a designated consultation email address or by post. 

3.5 No responses were received during the consultation deadline on 27th November, although one 

resident contacted DPP following difficulty accessing the website.  DPP provided the webpage 

address and no further contact was received. 

3.6 A copy of the Consultation letter is provided below in Appendix 1, with copies of the website 

provided at Appendix 2.  

Consultation Outcomes 

3.7 The lack of responses during the consultation phase is not itself indicative of the lack of any concern 

or support for the development, and the proposals will still be required to undergo public 

consultation as part of the planning application process.  

3.8 In absence of any feedback to the proposal, the design of the scheme has been progressed by the 

Applicant to take account of comments received from the Council as part of its pre-application 

response.  
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4.0 Summary and Conclusions 

4.1 The Applicant has consulted with the local community and sought to engage with local residents 

to ensure a wide cross section of views. No feedback has been received as part of this consultation 

exercise.   

4.2 The consultation which has been undertaken accords with the requirements of the NPPF and South 

East Lincolnshire’s Statement of Community Involvement, and has been delivered in agreement 

with the local planning authority. 
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Appendix 1 - Consultation Letter 

The 
Proposals  
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Appendix 2 - Consultation Website 
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