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INTRODUCTION: 
 
The redevelopment of Broad Street Methodist Church is an ongoing process. The external repairs to 
the church along with the major refurbishment of the interior have been successfully completed. 
Funding has now been secured for a further phase of work to form the new foyer between the church 
and hall.  The previous planning approval (H16-0139-15) expired in April 2018, and this application 
seeks to secure a new approval for a similar proposal, however the alterations works to the vestry and 
range to the rear of the buildings have been omitted.  
 
Whilst the premises are Grade II Listed, the Methodist Church have granted Ecclesiastical Exemption 
for the proposals, so there is no requirement to submit an application for Listed Building Consent to 
the local authority. 
 
 
SITE ANALYSIS: 
 
The site is located in the centre of Spalding, on the south-west side of Broad Street within the Spalding 
Conservation Area. Broad Street is a narrow street that links the much wider streets of Market Place 
and New Road. The buildings are close to the back edge of the pavement, and consist of the church 
and hall with associated rooms and facilities to the rear, and are Grade II listed. There is no vehicular 
access to the site. Pedestrian access to the church is directly from the pavement along Broad Street to 
the front entrance, with a separate access to the hall. The site is within a mixed use area containing 
residential and commercial properties.  
 
The listing states that the church dates from 1887. It is constructed of red brick with ashlar dressings 
and Welsh slate roof. The entrance to the church has a pair of ashlar doorways with pointed arch 
surrounds and decorated gables. Above is a tall 4-light pointed arch window with rectilinear tracery. 
Either side of the central section are octagonal turrets each topped with a stone spire. The side facades 
have two central gables and lancet windows divided at gallery level. 
  
It is understood that the church hall was built a year later following the demolition of the original 
chapel and manse that had stood on the site. The listing refers to it as the Sunday School and is of 
similar design to the church. Whilst the congregation for the traditional worship service is ageing, a 
more modern informal worship is attracting a younger age group. Following a decision to close the 
other Methodist Church within Spalding (on St. Thomas' Road) the two congregations have now 
joined together. The church premises are well used by a variety of church and community groups 
throughout the week and make a positive contribution to the life of the town.  
 
 
SITE PHOTOS: 
 
See Appendix A 
 
 
INVOLVEMENT: 
 
The church initially established a steering group to consider a refurbishment project for the site, that 
encompasses the substantial repairs to the brick and stonework, roof and windows, and also the main 
area of concerns expressed by both church members and community user groups, namely: poor 
physical access, inadequate heating, limited disabled facilities and an inflexible and underused worship 
area.  
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PDG Architects Ltd were appointed to undertake a feasibility study on how to enhance and achieve 
better use of the premises whilst preserving the special character of the listed buildings. As part of this 
study a number of meetings were held with the then Conservation Officer for South Holland District 
Council, to discuss the scheme. The Conservation Officer for The Methodist Property Office was also 
consulted on the proposals prior to a submission to the Listed Buildings Advisory Committee for The 
Methodist Church under the Ecclesiastical Exemption (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
(England) Order 2010. 
 
Approval for the scheme was granted on 8th March 2011 and this remains extant. 
 
Since the Listed Building aspect of the scheme has been dealt with under Ecclesiastical Exemption this 
Design and Access Statement generally focuses on the external features. 
 
 
USE: 
 

The church has been in use as a place of worship for over 120 years, and the premises are currently 
well used by a variety of church and community groups throughout the week. The church are keen to 
secure the ongoing use of the buildings for worship and community activities well into the 21st 
Century, and in order to do so they recognise the need to upgrade and adapt the facilities to ensure that 
they are as welcoming and inclusive as possible. 
 
 
AMOUNT OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: 
 

The existing entrance area to the hall and small porch will be demolished, to be replaced by a new 
foyer between the church and the hall (increase in floor area approx. 67sqm). 
 
 
LAYOUT: 
 
There are a number of issues that the proposals seek to address: 
 
1. The steps at the entrance to the church currently present a physical barrier, which prevents easy 

access for individuals with physical and sensory impairments. 
2. Space is restricted in the fairly small vestibule, and does not give people the opportunity to 

gather before entering the worship area.  
3. The circulation between the church, the hall and ancillary spaces is awkward and makes it 

difficult to find the way around the facilities.  
4. The external space between the church and the hall is very uninviting. 
 
The creation of a new principal entrance and foyer will provide easy access to all facilities for both 
church and community users. It is envisaged that the foyer will become the initial place of welcome, 
and enable people to see into the premises and remove the visual barriers that may prevent them from 
coming in and having a closer look. 
 
The rationalisation of the circulation will create a legible layout for people unfamiliar with the 
buildings. 
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SCALE OF DEVELOPMENT: 
 

The existing facades of the church and hall remain unaltered, with a minor intervention between them 
to create the new principal entrance and foyer, thereby preserving the character of the street scene 
along Broad Street. 
 
The front edge of the roof over the extension will be 3.5m above the ground level at the front of the 
building, just below the two main string courses on the church building. A flat roof was finally agreed 
with the Listed Building Advisory Committee to be the most appropriate solution, and result in 
minimal visual impact by preserving the separation of the church and hall at higher level.  
 
 
LANDSCAPING: 
 

The existing small external areas around the buildings will remain largely unchanged. There will be a 
small area of re-paving around the new entrance area to provide a level approach from the adopted 
footpath. 
 
 
APPEARANCE: 
 
The general appearance of the existing church building has benefited from the recent repairs to the 
brickwork, stonework and roof coverings. This repair work together with the new extension will 
refresh the whole appearance of the buildings and greatly enhance its contribution to the Conservation 
Area. 
 
The proposed extension links the two principal volumes of the church and the hall, and in order to 
maintain a sense of separation the new façade will be constructed using a frameless planar glazing 
system. The leading edge of the flat roof that projects over the entrance screen will be tapered to 
reduce its depth visually. 
 
The existing red brickwork to the church and hall within the foyer will be left exposed and renovated. 
 
 
 
ACCESS: 
 

As mentioned previously the provision of improved access for all has been one of the principal drivers 
for the scheme. A level approach to the new principal entrance will be provided from the public 
footpath. 
 
The floor of the new foyer area will accommodate the slight change in level up from street level to the 
level of the hall and rear of the church at a gradient of approx. 1:25 as indicated on the drawings. A 
short ramp at a gradient of 1:15 then leads back up to the higher level in the church under the balcony. 
The existing floor in the worship area is set at a slight gradient. 
 
Each leaf of the doors from the foyer into the church lounge provides an effective clear width of 
approximately 1000mm allowing independent use by a wheelchair user. 
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HERITAGE STATEMENT: 
 
Relevant documentation: Spalding Conservation Area Appraisal 
 
The church buildings are located at the northern end of the Historic Commercial Centre, as identified 
as a distinct area of character within the Spalding Conservation Area. Broad Street itself is only 
mentioned at one point within the essential characteristics as follows: 
 
“Red Lion Street and Broad Street are narrow streets leading discreetly away from the Market place, 
both giving a deflective view that is intriguing.” 
 
Broad Street Methodist Church is near the New Road end of Broad Street. It is not visible from Market 
Place, and there are only limited views from New Road, which comprises of more recent development 
with a variety of styles and heights of buildings. 
 
The proposed new entrance area and foyer would only be seen from the northern end of New Road, 
will have negligible visual impact and so the essential characteristics of the Historical Commercial 
Area would be preserved.  
 
As stated earlier, in the Appearance section, the ongoing renovation of the historic fabric of the church 
buildings will enhance the appearance of the area. 
 
The redevelopment project as a whole is an opportunity for the church community to invest in their 
buildings, making them suitable for changing styles of worship and work within the community. 
Without this investment the condition of the buildings would deteriorate further and possibly even 
have a negative impact on the area. 
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Broad Street Methodist Church (Grade II)               17/15 South Holland Circuit 
Broad Street, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 1TB              Spalding Conservation Area 
__________________________________________________________________________________
           
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARCHITECTS 

View along Broad Street towards New Road 

External space between church and hall - new stepped 
and ramped entrance to church 
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Broad Street Methodist Church (Grade II)               17/15 South Holland Circuit 
Broad Street, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 1TB              Spalding Conservation Area 
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Exterior view of fire escape doors 

Damp issues on interior adjacent to fire escape doors 

Glazed screen (to be retained) 
adjacent to fire escape doors 
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Broad Street Methodist Church (Grade II)               17/15 South Holland Circuit 
Broad Street, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 1TB              Spalding Conservation Area 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General views of hall entrance area 
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Broad Street Methodist Church (Grade II)               17/15 South Holland Circuit 
Broad Street, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 1TB              Spalding Conservation Area 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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General views refurbished church interior 


