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Burrell, Becky

From: Hill, Grace <Grace.Hill@e-lindsey.gov.uk>
Sent: 19 October 2026 09:30
To: Hill, Jess
Cc: _planningadvice
Subject: H17-0747-26 ecology comments

Hi Jess, 
 
Please see below our comments regarding this application. 
 
H17-0747-26 - 15 The Reservoir Surfleet Spalding PE11 4DJ 
Proposed first floor extension to both incomplete dwelling and garage 
 
Documents reviewed: 

 BNG exemption statement 
 
Comments 
Ecological Considerations: 

 We have conducted a Lincolnshire Environmental Records Centre search for this site to see if there were any otters (Lutra lutra) found within 1km of the 
site. The search came back with sightings of otters 28m from the proposed development site.  

 Otters are fully protected under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. It is an oƯence to 
harm, disturb, capture, possess, transport, or sell otters, or to damage, destroy, or obstruct access to their breeding, resting, sheltering, or protection sites. 
Otters are also a Species of Principal Importance under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. 

 Because of this, we request that a Reasonable Avoidance Method Statement be provided pre-commencement to demonstrate how the development of the 
site will be managed to mitigate any impact on otters that may be using the river and river bank on site .  

 The RAMS should also include some enhancement/compensation strategies to be implemented on the river bank section of the development site. These 
could include but not limited to: 

o construct artificial holts to replace those that will be damaged or removed 
o build viaducts or underpasses to allow otters to cross barriers like roads 
o install mammal ledges on bridges and culverts to allow for continued passage alongside water bodies 
o restore or improve habitats to compensate for those that will be lost. 
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 BNG exempt – development is de-minimis. 
 
Please get in touch if you have any further questions, 
Kind Regards, 
Grace Hill  
Bsc(Hons) | MRes 
BNG Ecologist 
South & East Lincolnshire Councils Partnership 
T: Mobile Number: 07885 651550 
E: Grace.Hill@e-lindsey.gov.uk   
www.e-lindsey.gov.uk | www.sholland.gov.uk | www.boston.gov.uk | www.selcp.co.uk 

 
Please note that any informal opinion expressed in this email is without prejudice and is not binding on the Council during the consideration of any 
formal application. 
 

East Lindsey District Council now has an official WhatsApp Channel – delivering timely updates and essential information straight to residents. Stay informed about local 
news, events, and services with the most current updates at your fingertips. Join us here today! 
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This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This communication may contain confidential material. If you are not the intended 
recipient or the person responsible for delivering the email to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender. The views expressed in this message are my own, and any negotiations by email are subject to formal contract. Any correspondence with the sender will 
be subject to automatic monitoring for inappropriate content. Your information will be processed in accordance with the law, in particular current Data Protection Legislation. If you have contacted the council for a service then your 
personal data will be processed in order to provide that service or answer your enquiry. For full details of our Privacy Policy and your rights please go to our website at https://www.e-lindsey.gov.uk/. The information that you provide 
will only be used for Council purposes unless there is a legal authority to do otherwise. The contents of e-mails may have to be disclosed to a request under the Data Protection Act, the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004.  
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