DECISION DELEGATED TO HEAD OF PLANNING

Application No: H18-0659-25 Applicant: Enso Green Holdings R
Limited
Proposal: Details of Biodiversity Gain Plan & 30-year Habitat Management &
Maintenance Plan (HMMP) (Conditions 6 & 7 of H18-0085-25)
Location: Land Between East Bank/Gunthorpe Road And Gunthorpe Solar Farm
Walpole Bank
Terminal Date: 3rd September 2025

Planning Policies

South East Lincolnshire Local Plan - Adopted: March 2019

28 The Natural Environment

National Guidance

National Planning Policy Framework December 2024

Section 15 - Conserving and enhancing the natural environment

Representations:

Object Support No Ob;j. Comments

CASE OFFICER ASSESSMENT

Proposal

This is a discharge of conditions application providing details of Biodiversity Gain Plan & 30-year
Habitat Management & Maintenance Plan (HMMP) (Conditions 6 & 7 of H18-0085-25)

Site Description

This application site relates to an existing agricultural field that is located to the east of the banks of
the Nene. It is wholly within the SHDC district.

The application is to serve the broader permitted solar site that straddles the administrative
boundary between local authorities in two different counties, South Holland District Council (SHDC);
and the Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk (KLWN), in Norfolk.

The site benefits from an extant permission to formulate a solar farm; approved by the Planning
Inspectorate in September 2023. A subsequent Section 73 application was approved which allowed
the lifetime of the development to be extended to 40 years. All conditions originally attached, with
the exception of the WSI, have not been addressed, as well as an application allowing for a battery




energy storage system.

This application site, relating to the formulation of an access track is located wholly within the
administrative boundary of South Holland. A public Right of way exists along the western side of the
bank (of the River Nene) as well as TPOs. These are located outside of the proposed redline
boundary.

The application site is located within Flood Zone 3 in accordance with Environment Agency
mapping. The South East Lincolnshire SFRA shows that the broader area is in a 'danger for most'
area, however the bank, and land immediately to its west is in a less hazardous area, according to
the SFRA, this presumably relates to the defence from the bank.

History

H18-0085-25 - Installation of access track and associated development. Approved 16-04-25.
Consultation Responses

None received.

Planning Considerations

Condition 6 - Biodiversity Gain Plan

The condition requires:

The development hereby permitted shall not commence until a biodiversity gain plan has been
submitted to and approved in writing, by the Local Planning Authority. The development shall then
be carried out in accordance with the details as approved.

The applicant has provided:
-'Biodiversity Gain Plan’, dated July 2025.

The applicant has populated the DEFRA proforma which shows that the number of habitat
biodiversity units post development will raise from 1.93 (existing) to 2.79. The figures correlate with
the plans submitted as part of the original application. The form confirms that On site habitat
enhancements fall within the criteria for 'significant enhancement' as they include habitats of
medium distinctiveness habitats such as other neutral grassland. These habitats will be delivered
within the Gunthorpe Road Solar Farm (included within the application red line boundary), under the
applicant's control. Habitats will be delivered in accordance with the HMMP conditioned as part of
the consent for the installation of the access track and associated development (Ref. H18-0085-25).

Notwithstanding the omission of comments from the ecologist, this proposal is considered
acceptable and would meet with the mandatory requirements for BNG. The details are therefore
acceptable.

Condition 7 - HMMP

The condition requires:

Prior to any vegetation clearance (defined as the deliberate removal of any semi-natural vegetative
habitat e.g., grassland, trees, and native shrubs); or prior to the commencement of any
development hereby permitted (whichever comes first); a written 30-year Habitat Management and
Maintenance Plan (HMMRP) for the Site in question shall be submitted to and approved in writing by
the Local Planning Authority.

The applicant has provided:
-Habitat Management and Maintenance Plan', dated July 2025
The HMMP is populated on a DEFRA proforma and provides robust descriptions of how the BNG

will be managed and maintained for 30 years. Notwithstanding the omission of comments from the
ecologist, this proposal is considered acceptable and would meet with the HMMP requirements. The




details are therefore acceptable.
Additional Considerations

Public Sector Equality Duty

In making this decision the Authority must have regard to the public sector equality duty (PSED)
under s.149 of the Equalities Act. This means that the Council must have due regard to the need (in
discharging its functions) to:

A. Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other conduct prohibited by
the Act

B. Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected characteristic and those
who do not. This may include removing or minimising disadvantages suffered by persons who share
a relevant protected characteristic that are connected to that characteristic; taking steps to meet the
special needs of those with a protected characteristic; encouraging participation in public life (or
other areas where they are underrepresented) of people with a protected characteristic(s).

C. Foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those who do not
including tackling prejudice and promoting understanding.

The protected characteristics are age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity,
race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation.

The PSED must be considered as a relevant factor in making this decision but does not impose a
duty to achieve the outcomes in s.149. It is only one factor that needs to be considered, and may be
balanced against other relevant factors.

It is not considered that the recommendation in this case will have a disproportionately adverse
impact on a protected characteristic.

Human Rights

In making a decision, the Authority should be aware of and take into account any implications that
may arise from the Human Rights Act 1998. Under the Act, it is unlawful for a public authority such
as South Holland District Council to act in a manner that is incompatible with the European
Convention on Human Rights. The Authority is referred specifically to Article 8 (right to respect for
private and family life) and Article 1 of the First Protocol (protection of property).

It is not considered that the recommendation in this case interferes with local residents' right to
respect for their private and family life, home and correspondence, except insofar as it is necessary
to protect the rights and freedoms of others (in this case, the rights of the applicant). The Council is
also permitted to control the use of property in accordance with the general public interest and the
recommendation is considered to be a proportionate response to the submitted application based
on the considerations set out in this report.

Conclusion

Conditions 6 & 7 of H18-0085-25 are hereby discharged.




