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Executive Summary 
 

The Applicant conducted a programme of public consultation and stakeholder engagement with 
regards to its proposals for a solar farm and battery storage facility (“the Proposed Development”) on 
land off Gunthorpe Road, Walpole Marsh (The Site). Although we are currently living through a 
pandemic, the Applicant sought to listen closely to the community, and pro-actively seek their 
involvement in the development of the proposals. A number of the issues raised by residents informed 
amendments to the submitted scheme.   
 
The consultation centred around a virtual public exhibition, which was held on Tuesday 25 May 2021, 
via a webinar. Prior to the virtual public exhibition, the Applicant presented early-stage proposals in 
the form of a PowerPoint presentation (Appendix 1) to Sutton Bridge Parish Council (March 2021) and 
Walpole Parish Council (April 2021).  
 
A twelve-page brochure (Appendix 2) for the virtual public consultation event was sent out at the start 
of May 2021 to approximately 414 residential households and 24 businesses (see Appendix 3 for 
postal distribution area) inviting them to the virtual public exhibition on Tuesday 25 May 2021. 
 
A nineteen-slide deck presentation (Appendix 4) was presented during the webinar, giving information 
about the Applicant, the Site and the Concept Design of the project. The Applicant and its 
development team were panellists of the webinar, helping to explain the design of the site and engage 
in a Q&A session answering any questions attendees had. Attendees were encouraged to provide their 
thoughts and opinions through an online survey after the virtual public exhibition, or via submitting 
the feedback form (Appendix 2) included in the brochure via post or email. Additionally, the 
development team provided attendees with contact details if they wished to send any follow up 
questions or feedback. The Applicant also created a project website, which enabled consultees to 
register for the webinar, contact the project team and get further information about the project.  
 
Of the 10 local residents that completed a feedback form or the online survey, 3 were in favour of the 
proposal, 6 objected to it and one person was unsure.  
 
Key matters raised during pre-application consultation included:  
 

1. The volume of solar farms proposed locally 
2. Construction Traffic  
3. Visual Impact 
4. Biodiversity 

 
In response to a number of the issues raised during the public consultation process the design of the 
scheme has been amended as follows: 
 

1. Additional landscaping included to the site’s western boundary; 
2. Comprehensive assessments made on cumulative impacts of the Proposed Development and 

other nearby permitted and operational Solar Farms within the Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment; 

3. Detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan prepared and accompanying the application; 
4. Fully detailed scheme of landscaping and a Landscape and Ecological Management Plan 

accompanies the application. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The Applicant conducted a programme of public consultation and stakeholder engagement with 
regards to the Proposed Development. This project would generate the equivalent electricity demand 
of many thousands of homes each year of the proposed 35 years of operational life, while also 
providing significant carbon dioxide savings when compared to generation of electricity by non-
renewable sources. The proposals include battery storage which will allow energy to be stored on site 
at times when grid-demand is lower and exported at times of higher demand to ensure no energy is 
‘lost’ and help balance the National Grid. 
 
This document provides an overview of the consultation programme, the feedback received together 
with an explanation as to how that feedback led to changes to the scheme design. 
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2. Approach to Consultation 
 
Enso Energy strongly believes that now, more than ever, it is vital that local communities are able to 
see and shape planning applications that may have an impact on them. ‘Front-loading’ public 
engagement in this way helps ensure the proposals are as informed as possible by the local community 
and other stakeholders prior to the submission of the planning application to the relevant Local 
Planning Authorites. This approach recognises that all parties benefit from a communications 
programme that ensures all of those people with a potential interest in a development are fully 
informed of the proposals and have had the opportunity to input early on. The Applicant is supportive 
of and fully committed to meaningful pre-application consultation.  
 
We are currently living through a pandemic, the likes of which the country has not experienced in 
living memory. The Application and the development team agree with the recent guidance issued by 
the UK’s Government’s Chief Planner, which emphasised that planning applications that positively 
impact the country and local communities must continue to come forward.  
 
To help inform as many residents as possible during these unusual times, we decided to extend the 
size of the distribution area that would usually receive a public exhibition invitation leaflet. 
Furthermore, instead of a leaflet we created a more extensive brochure that was sent by post to 
residents and local businesses, this replicated the materials local residents would expect to see at a 
traditional public exhibition, including site maps and concept designs. The brochure also included a 
feedback form which could be submitted via email or freepost.  
 
To replace a traditional face-to-face public exhibition, we hosted a virtual webinar. The brochure 
invited local residents to attend the webinar and Q&A session event. The webinar had a thirty-minute 
presentation by the Applicant, which was followed by an extensive Q&A session where residents were 
able to ask questions about the proposals. A recording of the webinar was hosted on the dedicated 
public consultation website (https://ensoenergy.co.uk/enso-projects/gunthorpe-road/).  
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3. Scheme Overview 
 
The Site comprises an area of land totalling approximately 73 ha connected via an underground cable 
route to the Point of Connection at Walpole Substation (see Figure 1). The Site is mainly rural in 
character with some localised intrusion of man-made features, such as electricity pylons which 
intersect the land. The Site is currently accessed via an existing access from Gunthorpe Road. 
 

 

Figure 1: Site Location Plan  
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4. The Consultation 
 
4.1 Consultation Aims  

The aims of the consultation were as follows:  

• To work with local stakeholders and residents from the outset and see how we could improve 
the proposals by taking onboard their suggestions.  

• To raise awareness of the proposals within the local community and to gain their valuable 
insight based on their local knowledge.  

• To gain a firm understanding of the key issues affecting the local community.  

• To ensure the local community had the opportunity to give feedback on the proposals, 
especially during the on-going pandemic.  

4.2 Consultation Overview  

In March and April 2021, members of the development team met virtually with Sutton Bridge Parish 
Council and Walpole Parish Council. The development team presented identical early-stage proposals 
(Appendix 1) to both Parish Council’s via Zoom.  
 
A twelve-page brochure (Appendix 2) for the virtual public consultation event was sent out at the start 
of February 2021 to approximately 414 residential households and 24 businesses (see Appendix 3 for 
postal distribution area) inviting them to a virtual public exhibition on Tuesday 25 May 2021. The 
Applicant held the virtual public exhibition, where a Concept Design of the proposed scheme was 
available for local residents to provide feedback on.  
 
A website for the project (Appendix 5) was also created which can be accessed at the following 
address: https://ensoenergy.co.uk/enso-projects/gunthorpe-road/. The website provides visitors 
with an overview of the proposals, a recording of the virtual public exhibition as well the opportunity 
to get in contact with the development team or leave feedback.  

4.3 Briefing Walpole Parish Council and Long Sutton Parish Council 

Members of the development team virtually met with Sutton Bridge Parish Council on 30 March 2021 
and Walpole Parish Council on 8 April 2021. Both Parish Councils were provided with the public 
consultation brochure and the timings of the public consultation webinar prior to the literature being 
distributed to the public. 

4.4 Briefing political stakeholders 

Our site ward councillors in West Norfolk Borough Council for Walsoken, West Walton and Walpole 
ward (Cllr Julian Kirk and Cllr Richard Blunt) were provided with the consultation material and offered 
virtual briefings. In addition, our site ward councillors in South Holland Borough Council for Sutton 
Bridge ward (Cllr Michael Booth and Cllr Brewis) were also provided with the consultation material 
and offered virtual briefings.  

4.5 The virtual public exhibition 

A virtual public exhibition was held on Tuesday 25 May via a Zoom webinar, 6 local residents attended 
the virtual event and two members of the development team were panellists for the session. A 
nineteen-slide deck presentation (Appendix 4) was presented during the virtual public exhibition, 

https://ensoenergy.co.uk/enso-projects/gunthorpe-road/
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giving information about the Applicant, the Site and the Concept Design of the project. The Applicant 
and its development team were panellists of the virtual public exhibition, helping to explain the design 
of the Proposed Development as well as engage in a Q&A session answering any questions attendees 
had.  
 
Attendees were encouraged to provide their thoughts and opinions through an online survey after 
the virtual public exhibition, or via submitted the feedback form included in the brochure via post or 
email.  Additionally, the development team provided attendees with contact details if they wished to 
send any follow up questions or feedback.  
 
A recording of the webinar was hosted on the dedicated public consultation website, which can be 
viewed at any time. 
  
Figure 2 below shows the Concept Design presented at the exhibition on which feedback was sought. 
 

 
 
Figure 2: Concept Design Presented at the Virtual Public Exhibition and included in the Brochure 

  



Gunthorpe Road Solar Farm and Battery Storage 
Statement of Community Involvement 
 

June 2021             8 

   5. Consultation Feedback 

5.1 Verbal Feedback / Questions  
 
The virtual public exhibition webinar also included a live Q&A session, this lasted for approximately 
two hours. The most frequent issues that were raised by the webinar attendees regarded landscape 
and visual impact and construction traffic.  
 
Other topics raised by attendees included specific questions site access, construction traffic routing 
and loss of agricultural land.  
 
5.2 Feedback forms and online questionnaire 
 
The development team received 10 completed feedback forms via post, and 1 completed online 
questionnaire. The results are presented below.  
 
The brochure feedback form and post webinar survey included identical questions, two multiple 
choice tick box questions, and a space for additional comments allowing respondents an 'open space' 
in which they could provide any comments and views they sought to make on the proposal.  
 
Question one: Has this local resident brochure / webinar been helpful in understanding our 
proposal? 
 

YES NO NOT SURE 

9 1 1 

 
The results of question one reflects the effectiveness of the local resident brochure and webinar, 
demonstrating how attendees felt engaged and informed.  
 
Question two: With regards to the proposals you have read/heard about, are you: 
 

IN FAVOUR IN OBJECTION OF NO OPINION 

3 6 1 

 
Question three: Additional comments 
 
All 10 feedback forms (and the completed online questionnaire) that were received contained 
additional comments. Appendix 6 contains those comments in full, in addition to the Applicant’s 
response.  
 
The comments covered the following topics: 
 

• Visual impact;  

• Volume of solar applications in local area;  

• Construction traffic and current road infrastructure;  

• Biodiversity; 

• Loss of agricultural land.  
 
5.3 Summary of Feedback 
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The consultation programme successfully engaged residents that live in close proximity to the 
proposed development site, nearly all those that completed a feedback form felt that the brochure 
and/or webinar had been ‘helpful’. 
 
Overall, the consultation feedback received via the submitted feedback forms and online survey was 
opposed to the scheme. Of the 10 local residents that completed a feedback form or online survey, 3 
(27%) were in favour of the proposal, 6 (63%) were in objection and one person was of no opinion 
(9%). The most frequently cited issues were visual impact and construction traffic. 
 
5.4 Feedback received from engagement with Walpole Parish Council and Long Sutton Parish 
Council 
 
Feedback received from our meetings with Long Sutton Parish Council, and Walpole Parish Council 
focussed on the following themes: 

 
• The volume of solar development locally [the Applicant explained how this was a 

consideration for the planning application]  
• The decommissioning process [the Applicant provided detail as to how the decommissioning 

bond would work in practice]  
• Sheep grazing around panels [the Applicant provided further detail as to the interaction 

between sheep and panels] 
• The location of the site [the Applicant provided the precise location of the site and detail 

which fields were in which Parish]  
• Community Benefit [the Applicant provided further information as to how this was intended 

to be realised] 
  
5.5 How Feedback Influenced the Scheme Design  
 
In response to a number of the issues raised during the public consultation process the design of the 
scheme has been amended as follows: 
 

1. Additional landscaping included to the site’s western boundary; 
2. Comprehensive assessments made on cumulative impacts of the Proposed Development and 

other nearby permitted and operational Solar Farms within the Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment; 

3. Detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan prepared and accompanying the application; 
4. Fully detailed scheme of landscaping and a Landscape and Ecological Management Plan 

accompanies the application. 
 

   6. Conclusion 
 
The Applicant undertook a comprehensive programme of public consultation, which successfully 
engaged residents and their representatives. The consultation identified and successfully engaged 
with residents and key community and political stakeholders and the feedback received has influenced 
the final scheme design.  
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7. Appendices 
 

• Appendix 1: Parish Council PowerPoint Presentation  

• Appendix 2: Local Resident Brochure 

• Appendix 3: Local Residents’ Brochure Distribution Area 

• Appendix 4: Webinar PowerPoint Presentation 

• Appendix 5: Website Home Page 

• Appendix 6: Comments received via feedback form question 3 and the Applicant’s response. 
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Appendix 1: Parish Council PowerPoint Presentation 
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Appendix 2: Local Resident Brochure 
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Appendix 3: Local Resident Brochure Distribution Area Distribution Area 
 

 
 
Distribution area based up an approximate 1.75k buffer zone from the site boundary to reflect any 
potential visual impact. This area encompassed 414 residential addresses and 24 businesses.  
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Appendix 4: Webinar PowerPoint Presentation 
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Appendix 5: Website Home Page 
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Appendix 6: Comments received via feedback form question 3 and Applicant’s 
response 
 

COMMENTS RECEIVED  APPLICANT’S RESPONSE 

I have concerns over the amount of solar 
farms in the area and the proposed amount 
of traffic on the road network. 
  

 
We have carefully considered the number of solar 
farms being proposed locally. Whilst there are 
other solar developments approved in the area, it 
is considered there are no significant cumulative 
adverse effects. As part of a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment a cumulative assessment has 
been undertaken considering existing and/or 
other committed development. 
 

Every business such as yours is exploiting 
areas with few residents to raise an 
objection. Here there are already many 
pylons, the National Grid, the power station 
and now two solar farms planned. Our 
second objection is more general, 
"agricultural land" is being used for other 
purposes. In the future there should be 
plenty of electricity - but will we have 
sufficient crops for our future food supply. To 
obtain even more food from abroad will 
place us in a very vulnerable position.   

 
We have carefully considered the number of solar 
farms being proposed locally. Whilst there are 
other solar developments approved in the area, it 
is considered there are no significant cumulative 
adverse effects. As part of a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment a cumulative assessment has 
been undertaken considering existing and/or 
other committed development. 
 
It is generally accepted that electricity demand is 
expected to increase in the coming years. For 
example, banning the sale of combustion engine 
vehicles by 2030 will increase the number of 
electric vehicles requiring electricity to charge. 
Proposal such as this Solar Farm will be necessary 
to ensure that increased demand for electricity 
within the UK over the next 35 years (the 
proposed lifetime of the Solar Farm) is generated 
by renewable sources. There is a balance to be 
struck. 
 
The agricultural land use will change from arable 
crops to harvesting of sunlight and potentially low 
intensity sheep grazing. This will be temporary 
and fully reversible. The accompanying ALC report 
explains how a Solar Farm will allow the soil to 
rest and its quality improve.  
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I object because the site access is right 
outside our property. We are very upset after 
living here for thirty years. Also, I think fields 
should have crops in not an eyesore like this.  
  

 
The Applicant has carefully considered access 
points for the proposed scheme.  
 
A Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) 
has been prepared and submitted with the 
planning application and will be implemented 
during the construction phase. The aim of the 
CTMP is to reduce the effect of the construction 
phase on the highway network.  
 

I am for solar energy, but not here. This is 
fertile land. I am concerned about the visual 
impact for my home and glint and glare. 
Concerns regarding construction vehicle 
routing. The energy will not go into local 
homes.  
  

The Applicant has carefully considered potential 
visual impact. A Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment, Glint and Glare Study and CTMP 
have been undertaken. 

Why keep dumping all this on Walpole 
Marsh? We have a power station - ever 
expanding substation - 1 solar farm - now 
two more. Outrageous. Devaluing our 
property. And ruining our lifestyle. Myself 
and many others do not have the internet 
but we oppose this completely.   

 
We have carefully considered the number of solar 
farms being proposed locally. Whilst there are 
other solar developments approved in the area, it 
is considered there are no significant cumulative 
adverse effects. As part of a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment a cumulative assessment has 
been undertaken considering existing and/or 
other committed development. 
 

 
I love walking in the open views, they will be 
lost with the solar panels. We already have a 
proposed site on the other side, we do not 
need another, which means people walking 
on the footpath will lose the openness of the 
countryside. Also the noise and disruption on 
an already small narrow rouge road will be 
made worse. I will fear to walk my dogs out 
and the construction going on will mean no-
where to walk. Why does everyone want to 
stick things on Walpole Marsh, we are a small 
place and value our open freedom. 
  

 
We have carefully considered the number of solar 
farms being proposed locally. Whilst there are 
other solar developments approved in the area, it 
is considered there are no significant cumulative 
adverse effects. As part of a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment a cumulative assessment has 
been undertaken considering existing and/or 
other committed development. 
 
A Noise Impact Assessment accompanies the 
planning application having undertaken detailed 
modelling based on background noise monitoring 
undertaken on site. 
 
No PRoW are to be closed as a result of the 
construction process.   
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I'm in favour of renewables including solar. I 
am concerned however that 73 hectares of 
glass will be extremely ugly and possibly 
produce glare to the village. If the 
development were screened that would 
remove any objection I might have.  
  

The Applicant has carefully considered potential 
visual impact. A Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment, Glint and Glare Study and CTMP 
have been undertaken. 

Looks okay hopefully a benefit to wildlife  

 
Significant biodiversity improvements are a key 
benefit of the proposed Solar Farm.  
 

 
Surprisingly good habitat for wildlife. 
Songbirds get a bit of increased protection 
from increased numbers of raptors. Create 
good environment and wildlife will flourish. 
Working well in Sutton St James.   

Significant biodiversity improvements are a key 
benefit of the proposed Solar Farm. 

 
To really help the environment we need to 
scrap HS2 
  

N/A 

I’ve waited for the webinar before airing my 
objection, I don’t feel there is enough 
positives for the community to outweigh the 
fact that most residents feel as though we’ve 
had our fair share of such schemes. 

 
We have carefully considered the number of solar 
farms being proposed locally. Whilst there are 
other solar developments approved in the area, it 
is considered there are no significant cumulative 
adverse effects. As part of a Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment a cumulative assessment has 
been undertaken considering existing and/or 
other committed development. 
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