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Sutton Bridge Marina Design and Access Statement
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1. Background
Sutton Bridge is a gateway settlement, situated on the River Nene and the busy A17 road, at the boundary of Lincolnshire and Norfolk, a short distance from the Wash. At present there are no mooring facilities for leisure boats within the town. A limited number of commercial boats (excluding those using Port Sutton Bridge) have the facility to tie up along West Bank.
This project aims to create a linear marina compromising of a single row of rise and fall moorings, with improved access. The marina will initially provide 60m of twin-sided leisure mooring allowing for up to 24 craft (based on boat length of 5m). Potential to expand the leisure mooring provision to up to 212m at a later date (if demand is demonstrated) is also included. 
In addition to the leisure mooring provision, the facility also proposes to provide 110m of single sided mooring pontoons, with 60m allocated to accommodate the Nene Pilot Boat Service and the balance of 50m being made available to commercial vessels including potentially visiting tall ships. These moorings will replace existing dilapidated moorings used by a small number of commercial operators. 
The marina will be owned by Lincolnshire County Council and managed by The Port of Wisbech, under contract to LCC. The Port already successfully manage a similar facility, Wisbech Yacht Harbour and are the Navigation Authority for the tidal River Nene. 
This development will primarily provide a facility for local boaters seeking a long term but local mooring. The facility may however also attract touring boaters and visitors into Sutton Bridge and act as a catalyst for private investment into improved facilities developed to respond to opportunity. This demand will come from boaters, motorists passing by and from visitors who come in recognition of Sutton Bridge and its marina as a destination in its own right. Experience of similar water based initiatives both in the UK and abroad demonstrates that waterborne activity is the driver for land based regeneration.

2. Use
The proposed layout maximises the number of moorings for boats but at the same time doesn't impact negatively on movements along the river or around Sutton Bridge commercial Port. The facility has been designed by the Port of Wisbech Harbour Master to maximise the opportunity and sustainability of the marina without compromising the navigation.
The marina will offer direct access to the Wash and further upstream, locked access to the inland waterways network. It will be the closest of all the Washes leisure marinas to the sea and will be attractive to boaters because of that. The connection with inland waterways will provide a new destination for boaters and add to the boating offer in Lincolnshire.
These benefits will be further enhanced with the completion of the Fens Link, a new inland waterway that will connect Lincoln, Peterborough, Cambridge and Ely via the Nene (and other waterways). It is anticipated that visitors will come to Sutton Bridge from both the Wash and inland waterways, mostly from the Wash, with visitors coming from overseas as well as British waters.

3. Layout
A detailed plan showing the proposed layout of the marina is to be submitted as part of the planning application. This shows the moorings running North South along the western bank of the River Nene, roughly between the turning basin and the Quay Flats.
Commercial moorings will be to the north of the facility with leisure moorings to the south (initially ending 152m to the north of Quay Flats). The access brow to the mooring pontoons will be located some 270m to the north of Quay Flats, rising from the landward side up and over the flood defence and down to the mooring pontoons. The brow will be gated with access control to prevent unauthorised users accessing the moorings. Utility services (water, electricity, telecom, etc.) will be connected to the underside of the brow in order to avoid the need to trench through the Flood Defence.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the landward side of the moorlands, running parallel to the highway, a footway comprising of crushed stone retained by timber edgings will run from the anchoring point of the brow, northwards to the turning basin. This will provide connection to off street car parking (15 spaces – based on 1 per 12m of leisure mooring (it is highly unlikely that all those mooring their boats at Sutton Bridge will be using or visiting their boats at the same time and we have roughly allowed 1 car space per three boats moored assuming an average boat length of 5m), 2 spaces for the pilot service and 2 for the commercial moorings plus 1 spare). Solar powered bollard lighting will be provided along the footway.
The power supply for the marina will run from a substation positioned on the riverbank close to the turning basin and cables will run southwards either under the highway or the landward side of the flood bank to the brow. There are no buildings proposed as part of the marina facility.

4. Landscaping/Appearance 
The riverside footway and all street furniture will be constructed from materials agreed with the planning authority and sympathetic to the location. The bankside development will have a traditional promenade look and feel and the moorings will be modern, but unobtrusive due to the inherent low profile and rise and fall moorings. The dominant feature of the development on the water will be the boats and the overall impact of development will be low. The engineering solution utilised in order to create the moorings will be agreed with the Environment Agency (as part of the flood defence consent process) and the Marine and Maritime Office.
5. Benefits and Opportunities 
Whilst there will be no employment directly created by the marina, there will be a number of construction jobs safeguarded during the building of this facility. In addition, the operation of the facility by the Wisbech Port Authority will help safeguard employment within that body. 
Furthermore, the provision of renewed moorings for commercial operators (including The Navigation Pilot Service) will help safeguard employment in the local area which would be lost if the condition of existing commercial mooring facilities was allowed to deteriorate to the point of usability due to lack of investment. 
Wider economic benefits can be expected to arise from the creation of this marina in that local retailers will see increased usage from boaters. An increase in the usage of local retailers can also be expected with the marina bringing more people to Sutton Bridge to spend their leisure time. 
As the marina becomes more established, new business opportunities are likely to present to local entrepreneurs related to the provision of services to boaters. The creation of a marina on West Bank Sutton Bridge may also encourage land owners to seek changes of use of land away from low value industrial uses towards more aspirational residential uses. 
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