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Executive summary 
1. The proposed Sutton Bridge Solar Farm is EDF Renewables’ first large scale solar farm project in the UK, and EDF R wanted to 

maintain the high standards of community and stakeholder engagement that it adopts across its development portfolio. As a 

result of Covid-19 restrictions, it wasn’t possible to organise face-to-face public information events, in the normal way. 

Instead, EDF R adopted a remote consultation approach. The proposed Sutton Bridge Solar Farm was announced on 27th July 

2020, and a four week public consultation period followed. 

2. Confidential briefings took place with a number of community representatives prior to the project being announced, in order 

to ensure that these key stakeholders were in an informed position to comment publicly and field enquiries from local people.   

3. The press release, issued on 27th July (see Appendix 4) was picked up by three media outlets, all of whom published details of 

the consultation, contact information for EDF R, and the website address for the virtual consultation. 

4. An online virtual consultation page was established, which provided information on all the key features of the project, and an 

online feedback form. In order to address the issue of accessibility – specifically, reaching those who cannot access online 

information – an information leaflet was posted to the 87 households within 500m of the proposed site with information 

about the project. The leaflet invited people to contact the EDF R Sutton Bridge team via a dedicated email address and 

telephone number. A printed, pre-paid feedback form was also included in the information leaflet for people who wished to 

return their comments by post. An additional 230 information leaflets were distributed within the community. One person 

returned a paper feedback form prior to the end of the consultation. After the consultation ended a further seven postal 

feedback forms were received. That feedback is included in this report. The virtual exhibition was visited by a total of 364 

people, of whom five completed feedback forms. 

5. In total, thirty-three people engaged with EDF R and Cadno through meetings with stakeholders, completing online and postal 

feedback, and via email and phone. All are local to the area, except for one person who does not live in the area but has family 

in Sutton Bridge. 

6. Overall, EDF R found the exercise helpful and informative, and particularly valued the discussions with residents and 

stakeholders, who provided useful feedback.  
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Introduction 

Background 

7. Between 20 July and 24 August EDF R undertook a range of community engagement activities to share information on Sutton 

Bridge Solar Farm, and to seek feedback from the local community. On 27th July 2020, the scheme was announced via a press 

release, the virtual exhibition went live on EDF R’s website, and at the same time residents living close to the site started  to 

receive information through the post.  

8. Cadno Communications Ltd (Cadno) was appointed to manage the community engagement. Cadno worked closely with EDF R 

to plan and deliver the various enagement activities. Planning consultants, Arcus, liaised with the local authority planning 

team, who approved EDF R’s consultation approach. 3D Webtech provided the web platform for the virtual exhibition.  

9. Whilst there is no statutory responsibility on the developer to consult prior to submitting a planning application of this nature, 

South Holland District Council actively encourages developers to seek the involvement of the community and submit details of 

any preliminary consultation that they have undertaken with the community as part of their application. Moreover, EDF R has 

a reputation for good community and stakeholder engagement and wants to maintain these high standards, both during the 

public consultation, and in the future. 

Community engagement plan 

10. The overall strategic aim of the community engagement is to ensure that the local community and planning authority are well 

informed and that EDF R understands the concerns of the local community so that steps can be taken to mitigate these issues 

within the scheme as far as possible. The community engagement plan (Appendix 1) sets out the steps EDF R took to inform 

the community and invite feedback during the public consultation period. The plan was approved by the local planning 

authority prior to implementation.  
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Engagement with key political stakeholders 
11. Key stakeholders were approached in confidence on 20 July 2020, a week prior to the formal announcement in order to 

ensure that they were in an informed position to comment publicly and field enquiries from local people. They were provided 

with a written briefing (Appendix 2) and offered a meeting to discuss the project in person. 

South Holland District Council 

12. EDF R briefed the Portfolio Holder for Place, Councillor Roger Gambba-Jones, on 22 July 2020 

13. The two district councillors for Sutton Bridge ward, Councillor Michael Booth and Councillor Christopher Brewis, were briefed 

on 28 July 2020. Councillor Brewis is a member of the South Holland Planning Committee and is the local County Councillor. 

Both councillors are on Sutton Bridge Parish Council.  

14. The councillors requested a pre-application site visit, which took place with the EDF R project manager, on 13 August 2020. 

15. Councillors Booth and Brewis requested additional copies of the leaflet so that they could distribute these to those who found 

the internet inaccessible. The Councillors distributed 150 leaflets to elderly people in sheltered housing in the parish and to 

several local shops. 

Lincolnshire County Council 

16. The County Councillor for the area, The Suttons, is Councillor Christopher Brewis. Engagement with Councillor Brewis is 

detailed above. 

Sutton Bridge Parish Council 

17. Sutton Bridge Parish Council convened an extraordinary meeting on 18 August 2020 in order to be briefed about the project. 

The meeting was attended by the chair, vice chair, the two district councillors, three further parish councillors and the 

council’s clerk. Following the meeting the parish council responded by email and completed online feedback form, stating, 

“Sutton Bridge Parish Council is supportive of the solar farm proposal, subject to the following comments: That the Parish 

Council will be directly involved in the negotiation of a community benefits fund. That the natural planting scheme for the site 

will contribute to the area’s biodiversity, with the planting of native species. That landscaping will provide satisfactory 

screening of the site from neighbouring properties, such that residents will not be adversely affected by the development.” 

18. The parish magazine will run an article about the project, focussing on the community benefit fund. 

MP for South Holland and the Deepings 

19. On 12 August 2020 EDF R met with the MP for the area Sir John Hayes MP.  
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Engagement with local residents 
20. Due to public health advice at the time to prevent the spread of Covid-19, no face to face public information events were held. 

EDF R was keen to ensure residents had access to information about the project and an opportunity to provide feedback, 

despite not being able to attend meetings in person. The following measures were put in place to communicate the project to 

local residents. 

Information leaflet 

21. An eight page, double-sided, A5 information leaflet including a tear-out, postage paid feedback form (Appendix 3) was sent via 

Royal Mail to every household within a 500m radius, totalling 87 households. The leaflet arrived from 27 July 2020 onwards. 

22. Leaflets were also distributed to venues to be made available to the public: Long Sutton Post Office, The Curlew Centre, Long 

Sutton Library, and South Holland District Council. 

23. The local district councillors also distributed 150 leaflets to elderly people in sheltered housing and to local shops. 

Press coverage 

24. A press release (Appendix 4) was distributed to the following media outlets: Lincolnshire Echo, The Spalding and South Holland 

Voice for immediate release on 27 July 2020. The press release was published here: 

“EDF Renewables reveals plans to build solar power station in Lincolnshire” Lincolnshire Live (27 July 2020)  

“New solar farm on the cards for Sutton Bridge” Spalding Voice (27 July 2020)  

“Sutton Bridge could be getting a solar farm if new plans come off” Spalding Today (28 July 2020) 

25. Trade and industry press also carried the story. 

26. A quote was provided to the parish magazine about the community benefit fund. 

27. Local media outlet Spalding Today published the quote provided to the parish magazine in a positive article about the 

community benefit fund. The article included a quote from the chair of Sutton Bridge Parish Council: 

“Sutton Bridge Parish Council chairman Simon Booth has welcomed news of the offer of the community fund and feels that 

this money should be administered by the same group which looks after the power station fund. He said: “I think it will be 

great for the village. I would not normally support Grade 1 land being used for a solar farm but the land in that area is 

earmarked for industry in the past. It would be good for that area and may free up that industrial area further to the north. I 

think a solar farm will be good for Sutton Bridge and talk of a community fund will help to get things up and running.” He 

hopes it will support projects in the community.” 

“Sutton Bridge solar farm developer offering cash community fund” Spalding Today (5 September 2020)  

EDF R Website 

28. The website https://www.edf-re.uk/our-sites/sutton-bridge-solar went live on 27 July 2020. Details of the website were 

provided on the information leaflets and the press release. At close of play on 24 August 2020 the website had 332 page views 

and 279 unique page views1. Two call to action buttons direct website visitors to the virtual exhibition hosted by 3D Webtech. 

 

1 Google Analytics. “A pageview is defined as a view of a page on your site that is being tracked by the Analytics tracking code. If a 
user clicks reload after reaching the page, this is counted as an additional pageview. If a user navigates to a different page and then 
returns to the original page, a second pageview is recorded as well. A unique pageview, as seen in the Content Overview report, 
aggregates pageviews that are generated by the same user during the same session. A unique pageview represents the number of 
sessions during which that page was viewed one or more times.” 

https://www.lincolnshirelive.co.uk/news/local-news/edf-solar-farm-sutton-bridge-4367038
http://www.spaldingvoice.co.uk/new-solar-farm-on-the-cards-for-sutton-bridge/
https://www.spaldingtoday.co.uk/news/hopes-for-solar-farm-9117632/
https://www.spaldingtoday.co.uk/news/solar-farm-developer-has-offered-to-set-up-a-community-fund-9121884/
https://www.edf-re.uk/our-sites/sutton-bridge-solar
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Virtual exhibition 

29. The virtual exhibition https://3dwtech.co.uk/portal/edf-re/sutton-bridge-solar/exhibition/ went live on 27 July 2020. 

(Screenshots at Appendix 5). Up until 24 August 2020 the virtual exhibition had been visited 364 times. Hosted by 3D Webtech, 

the virtual exhibition consisted of: 

• Six exhibition banner style information panels (Appendix 6) 

• Information leaflet (Appendix 3) 

• Press release (Appendix 4) 

• Statement of Community Consultation (Appendix 7) 

• Landscape Concept Plan (Appendix 8) 

• Site location plan (Appendix 9) 

• Feedback form (Appendix 10) 

• Contact information (Appendix 11) 

Email address and telephone number 

30. The email address sutton.bridge.solar@edf-re.uk and telephone number 01775 662965 went live on 27 July 2020. Details of 

the website and email address were provided on the leaflet, press release, website and virtual exhibition. Up until the end of 

24 August 2020 telephone calls were received from three individuals and three emails were received. 

  

https://3dwtech.co.uk/portal/edf-re/sutton-bridge-solar/exhibition/
mailto:sutton.bridge.solar@edf-re.uk
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Feedback 
31. 327 leaflets were distributed in total. Five online feedback forms and one written form were returned within the consultation 

period. A further seven written forms were received through the post after the consultation ended. That feedback is included 

in this report. 

32. In total, thirty-three people engaged with EDF R and Cadno through meetings with stakeholders, completing online and postal 

feedback, and via email and phone. All are local to the area, except for one person who does not live in the area but has family 

in Sutton Bridge. 

33. The online feedback form was designed to obtain views under four main headings: the exhibition, about the person, the 

project and further comments. The printed form contained three specific questions and a blank box for further comments.  

34. The following emerged as themes from key stakeholders, residents and respondents to the consultation. 

Glare 

35. There were many questions about possible glare from the solar panels, and reference was made a number of times to the 

nearby RAF base at Holbeach. 

36. EDF R responded by explaining that glint and glare is thoroughly assessed, both for aviation purposes and 

household/premises. 

37. Following a Solar Photovoltaic Glint and Glare Study no significant impacts upon ground based receptors have been identified 

and no mitigation requirement beyond the proposed landscaping has been identified. No significant impacts are anticipated at 

RAF Holbeach due to its distance and location in relation to the proposed development. 

Quality of agricultural land on the site 

38. There were a number of references to the fact that the site is good quality agricultural land. However, there was also some 

acknowledgment that whilst of good quality, the land was not the best quality land in the area and therefore probably most 

suitable for solar. One respondent said: ‘While the soil is good agricultural quality, protecting it from overuse, pesticides and 

fertilisers for 35 years is a net benefit to farming and local biodiversity’. 

39. EDF R has undertaken further land quality measurements and found that two-thirds of the site is grade 2 agricultural land 

classification (ALC) and one-third is grade 1 ALC.  

Transport and access 

40. There was some concern about the possibility of there being a lot of activity on site, and an increase in traffic as a result. Some 

respondents wanted more clarification on transport routes and access, fearing that heavy lorries would be using the local 

highway network. 

41. EDF R has explained that beyond the installation phase – which will take approximately 6 months – the solar farm would be 

remotely monitored and operated. Activity would be confined to occasional maintenance, including some cleaning. 

42. The access route for traffic will follow the A17 and turn onto Centenary Way.  

43. Specific routes will be proposed in the planning application for heavy construction vehicles. All deliveries to site will fol low the 

approved routes and an onsite Construction Manager (during the construction period) will ensure compliance. There will be a 

point of contact on site during the construction phase for residents and updates provided to those living locally throughout the 

development and construction process. 

44. One respondent asked about public footpaths on site. EDF R confirmed that there are no public footpaths within the site 

boundary.  
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Biodiversity and planting 

45. There were a number of questions about biodiversity and planting both in relation to environmental improvements and visual 

screening.  

46. EDF R was able to reassure respondents that the trees at the centre of the site would be maintained. Panels will be set back 

some distance from the trees to create a buffer (and to ensure that the shadow of the trees didn’t impact on the panels’ solar 

generation capacity).  

47. Additional hedgerow and planting proposed was outlined in the landscape concept plan.  

48. One collective submission (sent on behalf of 5 local people) said: ‘The location will have no adverse effect environmentally.’ 

49. In response to feedback, EDF R will plant additional hedgerow to provide more screening. 

50. A biodiversity plan will be submitted with the planning application. EDF R’s aim is to achieve a net biodiversity gain. 

51. EDF R was also informed about frequent dust storms and is now considering what additional plant screening might be added 

in order to protect the panels from these occurrences. 

Electricity generation and connection 

52. There were a number of questions relating to how the solar farm would be connected and the distribution of the electricity. 

53. The electricity will be fed into the national grid via National Grid’s substation at Walpole, some 3 km south of the site. The 

connection will be undergrounded along the public highway, either buried in the verge or road. The route with the least 

impact will be chosen. There will be no overhead line connection for the project. 

54. The grid route application is a separate application and separate decision from the Solar Farm proposal. 

Support for renewable energy 

55. There was considerable support for renewable energy and wide acknowledgement that climate change meant that more 

needed to be done, at pace, to reduce carbon emissions. Respondents also, mostly, acknowledged that the area was 

advantageous to solar generation, and needed to ‘play its part’. 

56. One respondent queried whether solar was ‘a long or short term answer to the energy issue’. EDF R’s proposed project has a 

lifetime of 40 years. 

Electric Vehicles (EV) 

57. A small number of those with whom EDF R engaged were excited about the partnership with Pivot Power and the opportunity 

for energy storage and electric vehicle charging. EDF R is not in a position to expand on the exact scale of that opportunity in 

relation to Sutton Bridge at this stage but is hopeful that the collaboration can bring local benefits in the future. 

Community Benefit Fund 

58. There were some questions about a community benefit fund. Some local stakeholders said that there would be an 

‘expectation’ of a community benefit fund. The parish council expressed their desire to be involved in the development of a 

community benefit fund. 

59. In response to a direct query from the editor of the Sutton Bridge Parish Magazine, EDF R was able to articulate its 

commitment. EDF R said: 

‘EDF Renewables is offering a community benefit fund linked to its proposed solar farm at Sutton Bridge. Although it’s not 

common practice for developers to offer community funds for solar farms, EDF R wishes to maintain its reputation for 

good relationships with the communities that host renewable energy projects, and has decided to offer a fund for the 40-

year lifetime of the project, of between £5,000-£10,000 annually, which would total between £200,000-£400,000. The 

size of the fund will depend on the final size of the project, should it receive planning permission’. 

60. A group of respondents said, ‘The location will have no adverse effect environmentally and the proposed annual grant will be 

of real help if directed to appropriate projects to benefit the community. A badly needed new Sports Pavilion is an example.’ 
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61. One respondent asked how much EDF R intends to contribute to Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) or Section 106 

development funds. The Council will advise with regard to any such contributions. 

Consultation timescales and methods 

62. Overall, there was a positive response to EDF R’s approach to consultation, with an acknowledgement that in the 

circumstances (Covid-19), efforts had been taken to reach out both online, in writing and in person.  

63. Nonetheless, a minority didn’t think that the consultation exercise was adequate, and felt that the period of consultation (four 

weeks) was too short, that the timing was inconvenient, and that the decision not to host face-to-face meetings locally, was 

wrong.  

Conclusions  
64. The public consultation exercise provided EDF R with the opportunity to inform local stakeholders and residents about the 

proposed solar farm at Sutton Bridge and in most cases, reassurances could be given in relation to concerns, as outlined in the 

key themes section, above. 

65. Whilst the numbers who engaged was fairly low (33), EDF R was satisfied with the quality of engagement. Local community 

representatives also took soundings from residents and provided feedback.  

66. Overall, there appeared to be little opposition to the project, and many of those who responded said they had concerns about 

climate change and that renewable energy projects were part of the solution, acknowledging that the local area had a part to 

play in hosting such schemes.  

67. There is some existing industrial infrastructure in the area, including the operational Sutton Bridge gas power plant, next to 

the proposed solar site, and because of this, local people may feel that the impact of a solar farm compares favourably.   

68. The feedback has been useful in helping EDF R to shape the final planning application. In particular, EDF R can confirm that the 

following elements of its application will be amended to take account of the feedback received during the public consultation 

exercise: 

• RAF Holbeach - Our assessment concluded that no significant impacts are anticipated at RAF Holbeach due to its distance and 

location in relation to the proposed development. 

• Planting to reduce visual impact – as a result of feedback, EDF R intends to plant more hedgerow on site to act as screening. 

• Planting to reduce the impact of dust storms – the additional hedgerow will also help reduce the impact of dust storms on the 

panels. 

• Although not part of the planning application, in response to questions raised, EDF R confirmed its intention to offer a 

community benefit fund and specified an annual sum that could be available. 
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Appendix 1: Community Engagement Plan 
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Appendix 2: Written briefing to key stakeholders 
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Appendix 3: Information leaflet 
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Appendix 6: Exhibition banners 
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Appendix 7: Statement of Community Consultation  
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Appendix 8: Landscape Concept Plan 
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Appendix 9: Site location plan 
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Appendix 10: Online feedback form 
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Appendix 11: Contact information 
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Appendix 12: Parish Council magazine article 

 

EDF Renewables is offering a community benefit fund linked to its proposed solar farm at Sutton Bridge. Although it’s not common 

practice for developers to offer community funds for solar farms, EDF R wishes to maintain its reputation for good relationships 

with the communities that host renewable energy projects, and has decided to offer a fund for the 40-year lifetime of the project, 

of between £5,000-£10,000 annually, which would total between £200,000-£400,000. The size of the fund will depend on the final 

size of the project, should it receive planning permission. 

EDF Renewables Director of Solar and Onshore Wind Development, Mark Vyvyan-Robinson, said: “We are delighted to be able to 

make this community benefit fund commitment and look forward to working with the parish council and wider community on how 

the fund can be spent on local good causes if the project gets consent. We hope that residents in Sutton Bridge will feel proud of 

having a solar farm in the area and the contribution it will make to generating low carbon electricity, which helps in our collective 

efforts to tackle climate change.” 


