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From: De-Ruyck, Chris <Chris.De-Ruyck@e-lindsey.gov.uk>
Sent: 07 January 2025 15:20
To: Niland, Mark
Cc: _planningadvice
Subject: H19-0329-24 - Land East of Guanockgate Road

Hello Mark, 

I have reviewed the BNG assessment, the PEA, and EcIA submitted with the above application.  In 
regard to the biodiversity assessment, the BNG report and metric calculations appear rigorous and 
sound, and the authority can be confident that the proposed development will successfully enhance 
the overall biodiversity value of the site and easily achieve 10% net gain (this includes the proposed 
uplift of the ditch/watercourse habitats even though these were not included in the BNG metric 
calculations). 

The PEA and EcIA note the presence of a variety of protected species presently on/using the site such 
as water voles, two schedule-1 bird species and six red-listed bird species of conservation concern, 
and the documents describe appropriate mitigation measures to minimize the impacts of the 
development.  Broadly, I judge these measures to be adequate, however, I wish to highlight some 
shortcomings in relation to impacts on nesting birds that are not adequately described in the EcIA.  

I believe that the EcIA significantly underestimates the impacts that the development will have on in-
field nesting birds such as skylarks.  For example, section 4.3.7.b on page 18 disingenuously 
describes the loss of arable fields as “temporary”.  The 40-year lifespan of this development 
represents a significant time period over which bird populations will show long-term (and not 
necessarily reversible) responses to these changes in their habitats. Similarly, there is a distinct lack 
of scientific literature describing how solar panels aƯect the productivity of field nesting birds, yet the 
EcIA disingenuously states that a recent RSPB study showed that skylarks generally “occupy” solar 
arrays on farmland.  However, the study in question only examined bird presence/abundance 
in/around solar arrays and did not examine nesting density or productivity. In contrast, there is some 
evidence suggesting that skylarks actively avoid “nesting” within solar arrays (e.g., Montag & 
Clarkson. 2016. The eƯects of solar farms on local biodiversity: a comparative study.  Clarkson and 
Woods and Wychwood Biodiversity).  Therefore, covering 140 ha of arable farmland with solar panels 
will likely significantly reduce skylark populations (a red-listed species) in the landscape.  A possible 
mitigation measure for these impacts would be to require the applicants to secure contracts with 
neighbouring farmers to put-in a suitable number of skylark plots within the surrounding arable land 
(e.g., 0.18 skylark territories/ha x 140 ha = 25 plots ; Skylark conservation - advice for farmers). 

My judgement also diƯers from that expressed in the EcIA in that I believe that Yellowhammers and 
Linnets are two other red-listed species of conservation concern that could potentially nest on-site, 
but which are not listed as such within the EcIA.  Lastly, there is a small possibility that Marsh 
Harriers (a schedule 1 protected species) could nest on/near to the site, particularly given their 
continued presence in the area and the periodic presence of reed-filled ditches on site.  Therefore, 
should permission be granted, I believe that the authority should condition that construction 
activities be limited to the non-breeding season, and if this is not possible, then the applicants must 
develop an appropriate mitigation strategy ahead of construction works, which describes in detail the 
reasonable avoidance measures to be taken to prevent disturbance to harriers or other nesting 
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species should they be found on or near to the site (RAMS must include harrier-surveys conducted by 
a suitably qualified ecologist immediately ahead of development work starting).  
 
Thank you very much for your time, 
Chris 
 
 
 
Chris De Ruyck 
Senior Ecologist 
South & East Lincolnshire Councils Partnership 
T: Mobile Number: 07394 837887 
E: Chris.De-ruyck@e-lindsey.gov.uk   
www.e-lindsey.gov.uk | www.sholland.gov.uk | www.boston.gov.uk | www.selcp.co.uk 

 
Please note that any informal opinion expressed in this email is without prejudice and is not binding on the Council 
during the consideration of any formal application. 
 
 

From: Niland, Mark <Mark.Niland@sholland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 06 January 2025 14:07 
To: De-Ruyck, Chris <Chris.De-Ruyck@e-lindsey.gov.uk> 
Cc: _planningadvice (SHDC) <planningadvice@sholland.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Consultation Request 
 
Hi Chris,  
 
I hope you are well and have had a nice state to 2025! 
 
Are you in a posiƟon to make any comments on this scheme please?  
 
Thanks  
 
Mark 
 

From: Niland, Mark  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 11:55 AM 
To: De-Ruyck, Chris (ELDC) <Chris.De-Ruyck@e-lindsey.gov.uk> 
Cc: _planningadvice <planningadvice@sholland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Consultation Request 
 
Hi Chris,  
 
H19-0329-24 - Land East of Guanockgate Road 
 
I hope you are well? 
 
The above applicaƟon has been with us prior to you coming on board. We consulted you late September on the 
applicaƟon – do you have any comments to make, if not there is no problem. We are looking to assess in the new 
year.   
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South Holland District Council now has an official WhatsApp Channel – delivering timely updates and essential 
information straight to residents. Stay informed about local news, events, and services with the most current updates 
at your fingertips. Join us here today! 
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The information contained in this email is confidential and intended only for the person or organisation to which it is addressed. If you have received it by 
mistake, please disregard and notify the sender immediately. Unauthorised disclosure or use of such information may be a breach of legislation or 
confidentiality and the content may be legally privileged.  Any improper dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email is strictly 
prohibited.  Emails sent from and received by employees of South Holland District Council may be monitored. They may also be disclosed to other people 
under legislation, particularly the Freedom of Information Act 2000, GDPR, the Data Protection Act 2018 and the Environmental Information Regulations 
2004.  If you have contacted the Council for a service any personal data you share will be used to help you access its services, or to answer your enquiry in 
line with our Privacy Policy.  For full details of your rights please visit our website at www.sholland.gov.uk.  Unless this email relates to South Holland District 
Council business it will be regarded by the Council as personal and will not be authorised by or sent on behalf of the Council.  
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