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LAND WEST OF BANK HOUSE FARM, SOUTH 

EAU BANK, THROCKENHOLT, LINCOLNSHIRE 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING AND RECORDING 
 

 

SUMMARY 
 

A programme of archaeological monitoring and recording was undertaken by Witham Archaeology 

during groundworks relating to the construction of a single four bedroom dwelling. The work was 

commissioned by Mr. N Price to meet the requirements of a condition attached to planning permission 

granted by South Holland District Council. 

 

Previous archaeological work in the surrounding area had revealed a Romano British settlement 

immediately to the south of the site and an undated ditch was recorded during archaeological monitoring 

approximately 600m to the west of the site. To the north, cropmarks of probable Iron Age and Romano 

British date have been identified in aerial photographs. During the early Roman period the area was 

heavily utilised for salt production. 

 

The programme of monitoring and recording at Land West of Bank House Farm, South Eau Bank, 

Throckenholt revealed two possible pits and a ditch running across site. A peat layer was also identified. 
 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

A programme of archaeological monitoring and recording was undertaken by Witham Archaeology 

during groundworks relating to the construction of a single four bedroom dwelling on land west of Bank 

House Farm, South Eau Bank, Throckenholt, Lincolnshire. The work was commissioned by Mr. N. Price 

to meet the requirements of a condition attached to planning permission granted by South Holland 

District Council. Attendance on site was required for the excavation of the foundations for the four 

bedroom dwelling on the 16th of September 2019. 

 

The information in this document is presented with the proviso that further data may yet emerge. Witham 

Archaeology cannot, therefore, be held responsible for any loss, delay or damage, material or otherwise, 

arising out of this report. The document has been prepared in accordance with the Code of Conduct of 

the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. 

 

 

2.0 SITE LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY & GEOLOGY (see Figs. 1 and 2) 
 

The village of Throckenholt located in the parish of Sutton St. Edmund and in the administrative district 

of South Holland, lies c. 12km west of Wisbech and 25km south-east of Spalding.  The site is centred on 

NGR TF 535735 309510. 

 

Topographically, the site is located on Jurassic West Walton Formation and Ampthil Clay Formation 

Mudstone overlain by superficial deposits of Quaternary Tidal Flat Deposits clay and silts (British 

Geological Survey website).   

 

 

3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

The site is located in the Lincolnshire Fens, an area that for much of prehistory was subjected to repeated 

marine transgressions which deposited thick layers of clays and silts within a salt marsh environment. 

Owning to changed climatic conditions, this area become available from the late Iron Age and Roman 

period first for saltmaking activities and later for settlement (Hayes and Lane, 1992). 
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During the Anglo-Saxon period, the coastline was marked by a series of villages running eastwards along 

a low ridge from Spalding, and including Moulton, Whaplode and Holbeach (British Geological Survey 

1984). The low ridge would have provided slightly higher and drier ground more suitable for occupation, 

and the existence of these communities in the Anglo-Saxon period is confirmed by numerous land grants 

to Crowland Abbey, suggesting that the region was a relatively stable agricultural environment (Sawyer 

1998).  

 

An extensive survey of the Fenland (Philips 1970) identified numerous sites of cropmarks on the Fenland 

silts around the area of the site. These are thought to be dated to the Romano-British period. 

 

Information in the Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record (HER) indicates that the site is located 

immediately to the north of the remains of a Romano British settlement (LCCHER MLI22301). 

Archaeological monitoring conducted in Cole’s Bridge, c.600m to the west of site, revealed an undated 

ditch (LCCHER MLI85794). Further to the north cropmarks of probable Iron Age and Romano British 

date were identified from aerial photographs (LCCHER MLI20515). Artefactual evidence recovered in 

the area of Whaplode Drove suggests intensive salt production, probably during the early Roman period. 

    

4.0 AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 

The principal objectives of the project, as set out in a Witham Archaeology specification of 12th of June 

2018, were to: 

 

• allow the preservation by record of any surviving archaeological deposits and artefacts exposed by 

the development groundwork within the constraints imposed by the contractor’s working methods, 

programme and development design. 

• produce a project archive for deposition with the appropriate museum together with a client report. 

• provide information for accession to the Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record. 

 

 

5.0 METHODOLOGY 
 

The excavation of foundation trenches for the four bedroom dwelling was attended by an experienced 

archaeologist who supervised the groundworks and undertook the recording of archaeologically 

significant contexts as well recording current land usage at the site. 

 

A photographic record of the stratigraphic sequence, showing specific archaeological features and 

deposits, as well as general site circumstances, was compiled in both digital RAW and black and white 

35mm film formats. Section drawings and plans were produced at scales 1:10 or 1:20 as appropriate and 

individual context descriptions were made for each unit of stratigraphy using pro forma recording sheets. 

 

 

6.0 RESULTS (Fig. 3, 4, 5 and 6; Plates 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10) 

The earliest deposit recorded was a firm blueish grey clay deposit (005), overlain by a layer of peat (004) 

c.0.1m thick. The peat was covered by firm blueish grey clay deposit (003), which was c.0.65m thick.  

The latest clay (003) was cut by a possible Pit [007] in the eastern part of the site (Fig. 4; Plate 6). Pit 

[007] ran beyond the foundation trenches sections and was not fully exposed. However, the available 

evidence suggests that the feature was circular with concave sides and concave base, measuring c. 1.3m 

wide and 0.20m deep. It was filled by an orangey brown corky peat (006), from which no dating evidence 

was recovered. The feature was sealed by subsoil (002), which suggest an earlier date than other features 

on site. 

Subsoil (002), an orangey brown clay measuring 0.3m thick, was cut by Pit [011] at the north-west corner 

of site (Fig 6; Plate 10). The pit was only partly exposed but was probably circular with concave sides 

and a concave base slopping down towards the east, measuring over 2.5m long and 0.36m deep. It was 

fill by an orangey brown corky peat (010), very similar to fill (006) of Pit [007]. 
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Linear Ditch [012], which crossed the site from west to east and had concave sides and measured c.1.7m 

across by at least 0.45m deep (Figs. 5 and 6; Plates 7, 8 and 9). The feature was filled by a patchy 

orangey/reddish brown clay (008), with firm yellowish white clay. Ceramic Building Material (CBM) 

fragments, dated 13th to 15th century and 16th to 18th century, and a fragment of coal/cinder were 

recovered. 

The topsoil was a firm dark grey clay containing occasional root and ceramic building material inclusions 

(001). Fragment of 19th century Buff ware, Pearlware and Black-glazed ware pottery and a 19th to early 

20th century slate pencil were recovered from the deposit. 

 

7.0 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION 
 

A post medieval possible field boundary and two undated possible pits were the only potentially 

archaeologically significant features recorded on site. The ditch appears to respect a dyke to the north of 

the site, which appears on historic maps from the First Series 1824 OS map.  

 

The clays recorded are likely to correspond with periods of marine transgression in the area and the peat 

would have been form in a freshwater environment. 

 

Despite the largely negative results of this trial trenching the potential for archaeological remains 

elsewhere in the area cannot be completely discounted. 

 

 

8.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

The author would like to thank the Mr. N. Price owner of the property, for his interest and support in 

ensuring that the project was brought to a successful conclusion. Thanks are also due to Chris Ayers for 

the fieldwork, to Dale and Russell Trimble for editing this report, to Dr. Anne Irving for the Ceramic 

Finds specialist report and Gary Taylor for the Other Finds specialist report, and to staff at the 

Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record office, for assistance in locating background information for 

the site.   



 

 

 

4 

9.0 BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

British Geological Survey website visited on 6th of December 2019. 

(http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html). 

 

Hayes, P. P., and Lane T. W., (1992). The Fenland Project 5: Lincolnshire Survey, The South West Fens. 

East Anglian Archaeology No. 55. 

 

Phillips, C. W. (ed.), (1970). The Fenland in Roman Times. Studies of a major area of peasant 

colonization with a Gazetteer covering all known sites and finds. Royal Geographical Society Research 

Series No. 5, Royal Geographical Society, London. 

 

Sawyer P., 1998. Anglo-Saxon Lincolnshire, History of Lincolnshire III, History of Lincolnshire 

Committee, Lincoln.  

 

10.0 PROJECT/ ARCHIVE DETAILS 
 

 

10.1 Project Details  

 

SITE CODE: THBH18 

 

PLANNING APPLICATION No.: H19/0147/18 

 

FIELD OFFICER: C Ayres 

 

NGR: 535735 309510 

 

CIVIL PARISH: Sutton St. Edmund 

 

DATE OF INTERVENTION: 16th of September 2019 

 

TYPE OF INTERVENTION: Archaeological Monitoring and Recording 

 

UNDERTAKEN FOR: Mr N. Price 

 

 

10.2 Archive Details 

 

PRESENT LOCATION: Witham Archaeology Ltd, 2 High Street, Ruskington, NG34 9DT 

 

FINAL LOCATION: The Collection, Danes Terrace, Lincoln 

 

MUSEUM ACCESSION No.: LCNCC : 2018.105 

 

ACCESSION DATE: June 2019 

 

 

The Site Archive Comprises: 

Context Records    12 

Plans at Scale 1:50   GPS 

Section Drawings at Scale 1:20  7 

Colour Print Photographs  7 shots plus several working and overview shots 

Set of Site Notes    1 

 

It is intended that transfer of the archive in accordance with current published requirements will be 

undertaken following completion of this project. 
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COLOUR PLATES 
 

 
Plate 1: Overall view of site prior to excavation, looking north 

 

Plate 2: Overall view of site prior to excavation, looking north-west 
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Plate 3: Overall view of site post excavation, looking north 

 

Plate 4: Overall view of site post excavation looking south-east 
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Plate 5: North north-west facing representative Section 1, 1x1m scale, looking south south-east 

 

Plate 6: South-east facing section of possible Pit [007], 1x1m scale, looking north-west 
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Plate 7: West facing section of Ditch [012], 1x1m scale, looking east 

 

Plate 8: West facing section of Ditch [012], 1x1m scale, looking east 
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Plate 9: West facing section of Ditch [012], 1x1m scale, looking east 

 

Plate 10: East facing and south facing sections of Pit [011], 1x1m scale, looking north west (north arrow 

incorrect) 
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APPENDIX A 

CONTEXT SUMMARY  



Appendix A. Context Summary 

 

Context Description Interpretation 

001 Firm dark grey clay. Occasional CBM. c.0.15m thick Topsoil 

002 Loose to moderately firm orangey brown clay. 

Occasional small stone, flint and roots. c.0.3m thick 

Subsoil 

003 Firm blueish grey clay. Occasional roots and flints. 

0.65m thick 

Layer of clay 

004 Loose black peat. 0.1m thick Layer of peat 

005 Firm blueish grey clay. 0.25m thick Layer of clay 

006 Loose orangey brown corky peat. 1.3m wide and 0.2m 

thick 

Fill of Pit [007]. Somewhat 

organic peaty fill. Same as 

(010) 

007 Irregular circular, 1.3m wide and 0.2m deep. Concave 

sides with a concave base 

Cut of Pit 

008 Firm orangey/reddish patchy brown clay. Occasional 

roots and CBM. 3.5m wide and 0.9m thick 

Fill of Ditch [012] 

009 

 

Voided Voided context 

010 Loose orangey brown corky peat. 3.2m wide and 0.36m 

thick 

Fill of Pit [011]. Somewhat 

organic peaty fill. Same as 

(006) 

011 Irregular circular, 3.2m wide and 0.36m deep, with 

concave sides and concave base 

Cut of possible Pit  

012 Linear north-east south-west, 1.7m maximum width, 

over 0.45m deep  

Cut of Ditch. Linear Ditch 

running across site 
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Excavation at Throckenholt, Lincolnshire (THBH19) 

THE CERAMIC FINDS 

Dr Anne Irving 

POTTERY 

Introduction 

All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out in Slowikowski et al. 

(2001).  A total of three sherds from a maximum three vessels, weighing 127g was recovered from the site.   

Methodology 

The material was laid out and viewed in context order.  Sherds were counted and weighed by individual vessel 

within each context.  The pottery was examined visually and using x20 magnification.  This information was 

then added to an Access database.  An archive of the pottery is included in Table 1.   

Results 

Table 1, Archive of the Pottery 

Cxt Cname Full name Form NoS NoV W (g) Part Description Date 

001 NCBW 19th-century Buff ware Bowl 1 1 99 Rim   

001 PEARL Pearlware Hollow 1 1 1 BS Moulded  

001 BL Black-glazed wares Bowl 1 1 27 Base  17th to 18th 

   TOTAL 3 3 127    

CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL 

Introduction 

All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out by the ACBMG 

(2002).  A total of nine fragments of ceramic building material, weighing 554g was recovered from the site.   

Methodology 

The material was laid out and viewed in context order.  Fragments were counted and weighed within each 

context.  The ceramic building material was examined visually and using x20 magnification.  This information 

was then added to an Access database.  An archive of the ceramic building material is included in Table 2.  

Results 

Table 2, Archive of the Ceramic Building Material 

Cxt Cname Fabric NoF W (g) Description Date 

008 BRK Calcareous 1 435 Handmade; vitrified; salt surfaces; abraded 13th to 15th 

008 BRK Calcareous 6 101 Very abraded; handmade 16th to 18th 

008 BRK Calcareous 2 18 Very abraded; handmade 16th to 18th 



 

Cxt Cname Fabric NoF W (g) Description Date 

  TOTAL 9 554   

CONTEXT DATES 

The dating in Table 3 is based on the evidence provided by the finds detailed above. 

Table 3, Spot dates 

Cxt Date Comment 

001 19th  

008 16th to 18th Date on CBM 

008 16th to 18th Date on CBM 

ABBREVIATIONS  

BS  Body sherd 

CXT  Context 

LHJ  Lower Handle Join 

NoS  Number of sherds 

NoV  Number of vessels 

TR  Trench 

W (g)  Weight (grams) 

REFERENCES 

~ 2002, Ceramic Building Material Minimum Standards for the Recovery, Curation, Analysis and Publication 

of Ceramic Building Material, third version [internet].  Available from 

https://www.archaeologicalceramics.com/uploads/1/1/9/3/11935072/ceramic_building_material_guidelines.pdf 

Slowikowski, A. M., Nenk, B., and Pearce, J., 2001, Minimum Standards for the Processing, Recording, 

Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics, Medieval Pottery Research Group Occasional Paper 2 

https://www.archaeologicalceramics.com/uploads/1/1/9/3/11935072/ceramic_building_material_guidelines.pdf
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Appendix C 

The Finds 

By Gary Taylor 

 

Artefacts recovered during investigations at Throckenholt, Lincolnshire, are reported, below. 

The finds were examined and reported in accordance with CIfA guidelines (2014) and the Lincolnshire 

Archaeological Handbook (Lincolnshire County Council (2016). 

 

Other Finds 

Introduction 

Two other finds weighing a total of 2g were recovered. 

 

Results 

Context Material Description No. Wt(g) Context date 

001 stone Slate pencil 1 1 19th-early 20th 
century 

008 Coal/cinder Coal/cinder 1 1  

TOTALS 2 2  

 

Provenance 

The items were recovered from the topsoil (001), and a ditch fill (008). 

 

Discussion 

A slate pencil was recovered. These were used, generally by schoolchildren, with a slate writing 

board. Slate pencils were in common use in schools from at least as early as the 1840s until the early 

20th century. They were also used, again in association with slate blackboards, for marking tallies or 

writing other details on industrial premises. 

A cinder, probably a fragment of burnt coal, was also retrieved. 

 

Potential and Recommendations 

The finds are of limited potential and can be discarded. 

 

Context Date Summary 

The dating in the following table is based on the evidence provided by the finds detailed above. 

Spot dates 

Cxt Date (Century 
AD) 

Comments 

010 19th-early 20th Based on 1 stone 

008 undated  



 

References 

 
CIfA, 2014 Standard and Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of 
archaeological materials 
 
Lincolnshire County Council, 2016 Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook. Available at: 
http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/upload/public/attachments/1073/lincolnshire-archaeological-handbook 
 
 

Abbreviations 

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 

No. Number 

Wt(g) Weight (grams) 
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