Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Exemption Statement for Zip Wire Installation at Weston Park- H22-0558-25
Project Title: Installation of Zip Wire at Weston Park, Weston, Lincolnshire
Location: Weston Park, Grid Reference: Easting 529211, Northing 324539
Project Overview: Installation of a zip wire in the park area, including minimal groundwork and the use of grass mats to facilitate drainage.

1. Overview of BNG Requirements
The Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) policy requires that all new developments achieve at least a 10% biodiversity net gain by enhancing biodiversity on-site or through off-site mitigation measures. BNG is assessed based on a site’s baseline biodiversity value before the development, and post-development impacts must be considered and addressed.

2. Justification for BNG Exemption
The proposed zip wire installation does not significantly alter the landscape or ecosystems of Weston Park due to the following reasons:

Minimal Ground Disturbance: The installation will cause minimal ground disruption. The proposed use of grass mats to cover the zip wire surface area ensures that drainage is maintained, and there will be no compaction or sealing of the soil. As the mats allow water to infiltrate the ground, the natural habitat and biodiversity in the area will remain intact.

Limited Environmental Impact: The project is designed to have a low environmental footprint, with the infrastructure being temporary and easily reversible. The zip wire is to be installed with minimal intervention to the existing landscape, and there will be no large-scale excavation, building, or landscaping that would disrupt local flora and fauna.

Park’s Existing Biodiversity Value: The park area already has a low biodiversity value, primarily due to its urban setting and recreational use. The proposed works will not affect protected species or areas of high ecological value, and the proposed installation will not result in the loss of any key habitats or species. The park is actively maintained, and the local biodiversity is largely shaped by regular human activity.

Adjacent Maintenance and Habitat: The adjacent dykes and watercourses are maintained by local farmers and the parish council, which ensures that the surrounding environment remains in good condition and that any potential impacts from surface water flooding are mitigated.

3. Conclusion
Based on the minimal disturbance to the site, the use of grass mats for drainage, and the overall low impact of the project on local biodiversity, the proposed zip wire installation at Weston Park qualifies for an exemption from the BNG requirement. Given the limited scale and reversible nature of the works, no significant biodiversity loss will occur, and no additional habitat creation or compensation measures are required. Therefore, no further biodiversity offsetting is necessary for this installation.

This statement confirms that the project meets the conditions for BNG exemption and will proceed without requiring additional biodiversity net gain measures.
