
1

From: Planning Department <planning@wlma.org.uk>
Sent: 26 March 2026 09:15
To: _planningadvice
Subject: South Holland IDB Comments (H23-0201-26 )
Attachments: South Holland IDB Comments (26_34832_P).pdf

Our Ref: 26_34832_P 

Good morning, 

Please see aƩached our comments on planning case H23-0201-26. 

Kind regards 

Ben Spencer-Yawn 
Assistant Compliance Officer 
Water Management Alliance 
m: 07831 122718 | dd: 01553 819635 | ben.spencer-yawn@wlma.org.uk 

Please note my working hours are between 08:30 and 17:30 Monday to Thursday and 08:30 and 16:30 Fridays 

Registered office: Pierpoint House, 28 Horsley's Fields, Kings Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 5DD 
t: 01553 819600 | e: info@wlma.org.uk | www.wlma.org.uk 
What3Words: caring.employ.visit 

WMA members: Broads Drainage Board, East Suffolk Water Management Board, King's Lynn Drainage Board, Norfolk Rivers 
Drainage Board, Pevensey and Cuckmere Water Level Management Board, 
South Holland Drainage Board, and Waveney, Lower Yare and Lothingland Drainage Board  

Follow us:  X  Facebook    Instagram  LinkedIn  Bluesky  YouTube 

Your feedback is valuable to us, we conƟnually review and work to improve our services. If you have any suggesƟons, recommendaƟons, 
quesƟons, compliments or complaints, please complete one of our online forms: Feedback Form | Complaint Form

The informaƟon in this e-mail, and any aƩachments, is confidenƟal and intended solely for the use of the individual or enƟty to whom it is addressed. The views 
expressed in this e-mail may not represent those of the Board(s). Nothing in this email message amounts to a contractual or legal commitment unless confirmed 
by a signed communicaƟon. All inbound and outbound e-mails may be monitored and recorded. We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if 
asked to under the Freedom of InformaƟon Act, Data ProtecƟon Act or for any liƟgaƟon. E-mail messages and aƩachments sent to or from the Water 
Management Alliance e-mail address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes.

With our commitment to ISO 14001, please consider the environment before prinƟng this e-mail.

Defenders of the Lowland Environment

Caution: This message originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. If you believe it is 
suspicious please forward to Suspicious.Emails@pspsl.co.uk and delete the email. 
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Dear Jacob, 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above application. 
 
The site is within the Internal Drainage District (IDD) of the South Holland Internal Drainage Board 
(IDB) and therefore the Board’s Byelaws apply. Whilst the Board’s regulatory process (as set out under 
the Land Drainage Act 1991 and the Board’s Byelaws) is separate from planning, the ability to 
implement a planning permission may be dependent on the granting of any required Land Drainage 
Consents.  
 
The Board’s Officers have reviewed the documents submitted in support of the above planning 
application. Officers have noted works which require Land Drainage Consent from the Board as 
outlined in the table below and detailed overleaf. Please be aware of the potential for conflict between 
the planning process and the Board's regulatory regime. 
 
As Land Drainage Consent is required, the Board strongly recommends that this is sought from the 
Board prior to determination of this planning application. The Board will only consider the proposals in 
detail on receipt of an application for Land Drainage Consent. The annexe at the end of this letter 
outlines the Board’s regulatory function and how to apply for Land Drainage Consent. 

 
 

Jacob Bryan, Planning Department, South Holland 
District Council 

 

Our ref: 26_34832_P 26/03/2026 

Your ref: H23-0201-26  

Site Location: Former Telephone Exchange, 
Common Road, Whaplode Drove, Spalding, PE12 
0UF 

Summary of Proposal: Change of use of 
former telephone exchange to residential 
dwelling with new flexible outdoor 
entertainment space to the rear. 

Byelaw / Section of Act Description Requirement 

Byelaw 3  
Discharge of water to a 
watercourse (treated foul 
or surface water) 

 
Consent may be required  
  

Section 23, Land 
Drainage Act 1991 

Alteration of a 
watercourse 

 
Consent required 
 

Byelaw 10 
Works within 9 metres of 
a Board arterial 
watercourse 

 
Not applicable 
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Byelaw 3 (Surface Water)  
 
The applicant’s proposal does not meet the Board’s threshold for commenting for surface water 
discharge (increase in impermeable area < 50m2). Therefore, the Board have no comments to make.  
 
Byelaw 3 (Treated Foul Water)  
 
We note that the applicant intends to treat foul waste using a package treatment plant, however I cannot 
see that the applicant has indicated how they intend to dispose of treated foul water from this 
development. If the applicant proposes to discharge treated foul water to a watercourse, consent would 
be required under Byelaw 3. Please note that any consent granted for the discharge of treated foul 
water is likely to be subject to a Treated Foul Water Development Contribution fee (TFWDC) as outlined 
within our Development Control Charges and Fees. 
 
Section 23, Land Drainage Act 1991  
 
We note the presence of watercourses which are not maintained by the Board (riparian watercourses) 
adjacent to the northern and western site boundaries. Whilst it has not been explicitly stated within the 
drawing, the Proposed Block Plan (0534/26/02, JC Architectural Consultant, 24/02/2026), suggests 
that the existing site access will be improved to facilitate the proposed development. To enable this 
proposal consent is required under Section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 1991 (and byelaw 4) and I 
recommend that the applicant contacts this office to make an application for this consent at their earliest 
convenience. 
 
Byelaw 10  
 
There are no Board arterial watercourses within or adjacent to the site boundary therefore Byelaw 10 
does not apply. 
 
 
Please see the supplementary information overleaf for further detail on the Board’s policy and 
consenting process. 
 
If, following review of our comments and supporting policy documents linked below, you wish to discuss 
any of the requirements I have raised, please contact the Board using the details at the head of this 
letter.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ben 
 
Ben Spencer-Yawn 
Assistant Compliance Officer 
Water Management Alliance 
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How to Apply for Land Drainage Consent 

 
To apply for Land Drainage Consent please complete an application form. 
 
Application forms, application fees and ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ can be found on the ‘Development & 
Consent’ section of the Board’s website, here: https://wlma.org.uk/development-consent/  
 
For any additional help please call us on 01553 819600 or email planning@wlma.org.uk 
 

Byelaws 

 
A copy of the IDB Byelaws can be found via the following link: 
https://wlma.org.uk/development-consent/byelaws/  
 

Mapping 

 
Mapping of the district can be viewed via the following link: https://wlma.org.uk/mapping/  
 

Further Guidance 

 
The Board’s webpages seeks to provide: 
 

 Guidance on how (and why) the Board will review and comment on planning applications. 
 Information on the policies against which the Board will assess and determine applications. 
 Guidance to riparian (waterside) landowners regarding watercourse maintenance. 

 
Please see the Development and Consent pages on the Board’s website via the following link: 
https://wlma.org.uk/development-consent/  

 

Arterial Watercourses 

 
Maps on the Board's website show which watercourses are designated as Arterial Watercourses by the 
Board. You may also have heard these watercourses referred to as 'Main Drains' or 'Maintained 
Watercourses'. The designation is an acknowledgement by the Board that the watercourse is of arterial 
importance to the Internal Drainage District and as such will normally receive maintenance from the WMB 
using the Board's Permissive Powers. Although the Board opts to proactively maintain this arterial network, 
there is no change in the ownership or liability associated with the watercourse resulting from this designation. 
 

Why we have commented on this plan: 

 
By engaging with the planning process the Board is seeking to: 

 
 Reduce flood risk to communities within the Internal Drainage District  
 Promote sustainable development in sustainable locations by supporting sound planning decisions in 

accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (especially Paragraph 181) and the National 
standards for sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)  

 Reduce the potential for conflict between the planning process and the Board’s regulatory process. 
 
For further information please refer to the Board’s webpages: https://wlma.org.uk/development-consent/ 
 

 
 


