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Porter, Karen

From: Hill, Grace <Grace.Hill@e-lindsey.gov.uk>
Sent: 11 August 2026 17:36
To: Sutton, Catherine
Cc: _planningadvice
Subject: H23-0686-26 ecology comments

Hi Catherine, 
 
Please see below our comments regarding this application. 
 
H23-0686-26 - Land to rear of Westerly Back Bank Whaplode Drove Spalding PE12 0TT 
Erection of 3 dwellings, access, landscaping and infrastructure (permission extant on site for 2 dwellings)  
Documents reviewed: 

 Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation 
 Biodiversity Net Gain Specification 

 
Comments 
Ecological Considerations: 

 Having reviewed this application, I believe that this application will require a Preliminary Ecological 
Assessment with a protected species survey (primarily Barn owl and Bat) to be provided pre-
determination. The results from this PEA may reveal the need for more detailed species surveys. 

 Local Planning Authorities have a statutory duty to consider the conservation, protection, and 
enhancement of biodiversity when determining planning applications.  In addition, the presence of 
certain habitats, species, and designated sites protected by UK and European law on or near to a 
development site is a material consideration within the planning process.  For these reasons, it is 
important that a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal is provided to help identify and evaluate any features 
of ecological interest on/adjacent to a proposed development site, and identify any potential 
mitigation measures required in line with the exiting wildlife legislation and planning policies. This 
assessment is often requested prior to planning applications being determined as it helps ensure that 
any mitigation methods to protect specific species are feasible implemented before the proposed 
development can be signed oƯ.  

 
BNG Comments and Notes to applicant 

 We request that more evidence be provided to demonstrate the rational around the baseline habitat 
classification. This could be in the form of quadrat data, photographic evidence or more detailed 
habitat descriptions. This is because I am not confident that the species list provided in the BNG 
specification documents appropriately reflects the species onsite as shown in the photo on the title 
page of the same document.  

 I believe that the post-development habitats have been incorrectly classified as well. 
o At current, there is no mention of developed land creation or vegetated garden creation 

proposed for this application – this seems wrong given the nature of the application being the 
erection of 3 dwellings with associated landscaping. 

o I would also argue that the open space section of this development which is currently classified 
as woodland would be more appropriately classified as modified grassland with individual 
trees planted, with both habitats to achieve moderate condition. 

o I have done an estimated calculation of the post development habitats based oƯ the site plan 
provided for this application: 
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o 

o  

o  
o The results of these alterations to the post-development habitats results in a net loss of 47.14% 

and a unit deficit of 2.15 habitat area units will need to be secured pre-commencement for this 
application. 

 We will require our concerns to be addressed pre-determination so we can provide further comment 
on this application. 

 
Please get in touch if you have any further questions, 
Kind Regards, 
Grace Hill  
Bsc(Hons) | MRes 
BNG Ecologist 
South & East Lincolnshire Councils Partnership 
T: Mobile Number: 07885 651550 
E: Grace.Hill@e-lindsey.gov.uk   
www.e-lindsey.gov.uk | www.sholland.gov.uk | www.boston.gov.uk | www.selcp.co.uk 
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Please note that any informal opinion expressed in this email is without prejudice and is not binding 
on the Council during the consideration of any formal application. 
 

East Lindsey District Council now has an official WhatsApp Channel – delivering timely updates and essential 
information straight to residents. Stay informed about local news, events, and services with the most current updates 
at your fingertips. Join us here today! 
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This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This 
communication may contain confidential material. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the email to the intended 
recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email is strictly 
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