Whaplode Methodist Church
Change of Use Planning Statement
Introduction
This application is for the change of use for Whaplode Methodist Church from a place of worship to a storage for ceramic pots and planters. The site has been vacant for two years and is in need of refurbishment, which the applicant proposes to undertake. The applicant lives within Whaplode and has worked within the local horticulture industry for the last 30 years. He plans to use the church as part of his business.   

Previous Use
Whaplode Methodist Church, built in 1838, was used as a place of worship until 2013. The building, which originally had a simple square plan, has been extended, with a single storey block to the rear and side. 

Current Use
The Church closed its doors in 2013, due to dwindling congregation numbers and has been vacant for the last two years. Planning permission was granted for the change of use from a place of worship to residential. However, there has been a little interest in the property due to its lack of garden amenity. 

Proposed Use
The applicant proposes to use the building, as part of his business, as a storage space for ceramic samples from the factories his company works with, with a small office area for administration. After working in the horticulture industry in the local area for 30 years the applicant set up Brock Business in 2011 following a redundancy. The company has no employees and sells ceramic pots for German and Portuguese factories, which are delivered direct from these factories to the customer. The applicant currently rents a space in Pinchbeck for these purposes and would like to move the business closer to home. The applicant lives within Whaplode, a short walk from the Church, and is keen to help revitalise this building within the local area. 

Proposed Internal Changes
The proposals include the retention of the original doors and stained glass windows. The pews, pulpits and wooden panelling will be removed as part of the works. The applicant proposes to make a historic photographic record of the church in its current state, in conjunction with the Methodist Minister. 
The existing wooden flooring, which is sloped, will be removed, this will be replaced with a new level floor. The existing false ceiling will be removed and a mezzanine floor created, to increase storage space and to make the space more economical to heat.  
Access
Once the initial building work has taken place, and the ceramic pots installed, there will be minimal vehicular movements. Monday to Friday during working hours there will be one car (the applicants) parked within the site, this car is used to take samples to customers. Occasionally customers will visit the church, a maximum of 1-2 times a week. Customers will arrive one at a time and only in one extra car, which will be parked within the site. Often there will be no customers visiting as the applicant often travels as part of the business. Most weekends the church will not be occupied. 

Summary
The Church has now been vacant for two years, and there has been little interest shown in its use as a residential dwelling. The applicants proposals will ensure that much needed refurbishment takes place, and that the building is kept decorated and in a good state of repair. This would be a benefit to the village. 
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